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Woodvale’s
got Talent
Article by Judith Hill
They came, queued, waited, performed and set the place alight; little girls in
princess dresses, boys in rap outfits, wannabe girl bands and so many others...

‘Woodvale’s Got Talent’ was the occasion, the
first time such an event has been held in the
area and it certainly struck a chord in the local
community. Simon Cowell, Piers Morgan and
Amanda Holden all featured in the show held in
Woodvale Presbyterian Church, while UTV’s
Frank Mitchell, Julian Simmons and Carolyn
Stewart also made special contributions.

That was last year - and now we’re planning for
summer 2010 and ‘Woodvale’s Got More Talent’.
Since the start of this year people in the
community have been asking if it’s happening
again this year - it’s strange to say, but
anticipation is actually building!  The event will
be the culmination of a week of community
work and outreach spearheaded by a PCI team
based at the church in the final week of August.

The vision is to serve the community through a
host of events, including teenage and kids
clubs, football club, acts of random kindness,
drop-in events, parties and so much more.

The plan is get out into the local park, the local
streets, the local shops and to connect with

people; to be interested in their lives and to care
about what they care about.

The idea is to see a whole new bunch of people
drawn towards Church and towards God.

The hope is to see kids rescued from dark
activities.

The prayer is that this would be be an extension
of an all year round ministry now based in the
church where, on Sunday nights, kids and teens
can come into a space where hopefully they feel
able to be themselves.

The desire  is that two beautiful young girls
who go to our youth group and tried to read the
Bible for the first time at our weekend back in
February will be blown away by the God
possibilities for their own lives.

The dream is that our eclectic little youth group
would know release from the major struggles
entangling them; that they would embrace a
freedom that only Jesus can bring and be
inspired to be the lights that their own
community so desperately needs.

And so I go back to that ‘Woodvale’s Got Talent’
stage last summer where kids, who had queued
for hours to audition, practised for days, stood
under the spotlight...and shone.

In those moments I sensed just how
empowering an experience this was for them.
As cheers resounded throughout the church and
encouragements were uttered, I could see the
smiles stretched across their faces.

These young people need to have the best
called out of them, not the worst, they need to
know that they are special and that their lives
count. They need to be validated, not labelled.
They just need to be Loved.
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