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“..let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us.”  Hebrews 12:1 

 
Large crowds were in Athy for the Triathlon on the 
June bank holiday weekend.  Those taking part 
had exchanged their normal clothing for wet suits 
etc. so that they would not be hindered in the 
race.  As Christians we need to remove everything 
that hinders us in running the Christian life and to 
run with perseverance. 
 
Carlow and Athy congregations have been vacant 
for three years but that is about to change as the 
Rev. Stephen Rea has received a call to be our 
minister.  Pray for Stephen as he considers a move 
to Carlow.  If all goes well Stephen could be 
installed in Carlow and Athy by September. 

Children’s club has closed for the summer.  
Our numbers remained small but those who came 
were really interested in learning and were full of 
questions about the Bible lessons. 

Youth Club has remained open for those 
who are available.  Claire Haworth has been 
working with a group of girls on a video project 
and we are all looking forward to the final product. 
Unfortunately our annual trip to Trinity Youth Club 
in Ballymonney had to be cancelled because I hurt 
my back.  Thankfully it was not too serious and 
after some physio it has healed well. 

I ran a Discipleship Explored course in the 
Presbyterian Church Hall in Athy.  There were 10 
participants.  A number wanted to carry on 
meeting so we have continued to meet for a Bible 
study on Sunday nights. 

The book stall in Athy market on Tuesday 
mornings continues.  Thanks to those in Trinity 
Presbyterian Church who have donated Christian 
books for the stall.  Thanks also to Clogher 
Presbyterian Church who donated second hand 
Bibles.   I am never too busy in the market but it 
continues to be a good way of meeting people.  
Some people just stop for a chat, others have 
specific questions about the Bible or religion.  The 
Jehovah Witnesses have a stall a few yards away.  
Pray that people will not be led astray by their 
false teaching. 
 

 
Summer Outreach. 
I have been meeting with members of Carlow 
Presbyterian Church to help organise a Holiday 
Bible Club in Carlow and gospel meetings in the 
church in the evenings from Monday, 5th  to 
Friday, 9th July.  I normally have a team of about 
12 from Birmingham, USA, coming to help.  
Unfortunately this year only 4 are able to come; so 
I will be relying upon local helpers. 

The team from America stay for two weeks 
and they help in Athy on the second week from 
12th to 16th July.  Again we have a Holiday Bible 
Club for children and in the evening activities for 
teenagers including a gospel message. 

I had hoped to have a team from 
Ballymoney helping from 19th to 23rd July in Athy 
with a second week’s outreach but unfortunately 
they are not able to come.  I had considered 
cancelling this week’s outreach but have decided 
to perservere with it.  Mostly I will be relying upon 
local helpers. I have a couple of young people 
coming from Newtownstewart for the three weeks 
to help but I am looking for more helpers.  If you 
are interested in helping or know of anyone who is 
interested please get in touch with me.  Contact 
details are at top of page. 

I have been taking the occasional church 
service in Naas, Athy and Carlow.  I wil also be 
standing in for Rev. Gamble for three Sundays in 
July when he is on holiday. Remember these 
congregations in your prayers and me as I prepare 
for and take the services. 
 
During August I plan to take youth club members 
on some day trips and hopefully I will be able to 
attend the Special Assembly which the 
Presbyterian Church is holding in Coleraine. 
 
This has been a tough year without Sandra, but 
the Lord has encouraged me to perserve in the 
race.   Thank you for your encouragement and 
prayers. 
 
William Workman 


