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“You will travel far and meet many lovely ladies”.This
comment could easily have been mistaken as a“paid
for”reading from a fortune teller. In fact it was actually
a remark made by a lady who is a member of a local
Presbyterian Women group. She had not developed the
ability to see into the future but was merely giving me
her views when she heard that Nightlight was to be the
home project for the PW Birthday Fund for the 2008/9
session. As I look back on that very busy year, I can
honestly say that she was right on both accounts.

During the past year Brian, Linzie and I have travelled
all over this island, north and south and also east and
west, as we sought to share about the work that God
has called us to be involved in. We told how it was
God's work and that it was not what we were doing but
that it was what God was doing. We were very well

received at every location and were so encouraged by
the level of interest shown by the many thousands of
ladies (and even a few gentlemen). Of course there
was usually a wee cup of tea at each venue which was
inevitably accompanied by a wee tray bake (or two).
Because of this, three members of Nightlight staff have
been on crash diets over the summer and some of us
are still trying! The biggest encouragement from these
visits was the number of PW groups and individual PW
members who made the commitment to pray for God's
work through Nightlight. The purpose of this short
article is to encourage you, the reader, to take on a
similar commitment and pray for what is happening in
Belfast's night life.

During the past year the Cathedral Quarter of Belfast
has developed rapidly and is
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on its way to becoming one of the main
entertainment areas of Belfast.Currently a small
Nightlight team is working a pilot scheme in that area
and we are realising that God has already put people
in place there. This team is small at present but as the
work develops there will be a need for more
volunteers.The Odyssey team continue to work in the
Odyssey complex under the direction of Brian
Simmons and have been building up relationships,
especially with regulars and people who work there.
The team is small at present but as the Titanic Quarter
develops, there will be a need for more volunteers.

The Golden Mile team under the direction of
Linzie Cobain, covers the area south of

Belfast City Hall and this is still Belfast's
biggest entertainment area. Over

the past year a developing part

of this work has been with door staff and others
working in the area. This work requires regular and
dedicated people and as it develops, will require more
volunteers.I think you will see a common theme in
the last three paragraphs. If you can't be involved
yourself, do you know anyone who can? Most
importantly, you can pray. If I go back to the start of
this article, we in Nightlight have been given a very
large amount of money as our part of the PW
Birthday Fund and this has been allocated towards
the provision of base accommodation for the Odyssey
team. Major decisions will have to be made over the
next few months. It will be important to exhibit good
stewardship of this money. Pray for the Nightlight
Panel and all those involved in this decision making.

I think I have made my point.
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To be kept informed about the work of Mission in Ireland BMI have two new resources.A new blog site has
been launched www.missionireland.typepad.com.A place not only for latest news but also it is hoped a place
to begin online discussion about the issues facing the church today.The First Word in the June/July issue of
ReachOut raised the subject of eldership.This prompted a response from some people, one of which is
reproduced below.All comments can be read on the blog.

A regular election and training must be a matter of priority on a five-year basis.While this is just my opinion,
there are many very gifted and available Christian younger/older people who would bring about and greatly
advance the work in every area of our church/mission life. I am not speaking of teens and twentysomethings
by this.Yet if we as a church want to have the energy and freshness and capability to pursue our calling to
draw fellow human beings to Christ for salvation and fulfil the goals of our congregational mission plans,
then the concerns regarding aspects of eldership have to be addressed, and soon...

If you also have thoughts or an opinion on this issue please leave a comment on the blog.

A Short series of films have been produced on DVD.The BMI Showcase features a number of different
aspects of the work of Mission in Ireland. Ideal to show as a complete programme or as short clips during a
morning service.For a copy of the BMI Showcase please contact the BMI office and a copy can be sent to you.



home mission
Colin Dickson
Cavanaleck and
Aughentaine
FIVEMILETOWN SOCCER CAMP 2009
During July Cavanaleck and Aughentaine
Presbyterian churches teamed up with Athletes in
Action (an organisation which uses sport to share
God’s love with people of all ages) to run a week-
long soccer camp at the Valley Stadium in
Fivemiletown.This was an event open to the
whole community and 31 nine- to fourteen-year-
old boys and girls responded. Each afternoon
began with warm up sessions, followed by drills to
develop skills including heading and passing. Half
way through the two and a half hour sessions the
children sat down for a team talk from one of the
coaches, who shared their testimony of how they
became a Christian and explained how the Gospel
of Jesus Christ can change the lives of boys and
girls also.

The event was a tremendous success; one young
boy became a Christian and it was a delight to see
so many parents turn up and support their
children in the world cup finals and enjoy the BBQ
on the final day. A follow-up evening is already in
place with the coaches returning for an evening of
football coaching and sharing the gospel.We have
also planned to host a breakfast for Fivemiletown
UTD, simply to thank them for the use of their
facilities and to take the opportunity to share
something of the good news.

Please pray with us that God would open this door
into our community.The coaching team was led by
Alan Nixon, Northern Ireland Director of Athletes in
Action, a former Glentoran footballer and a UEFA
qualified coach who has wide experience of

running coaching clinics throughout Europe and
Africa. Alan and his team of coaches have
committed themselves to three years of Soccer
Camps and follow-up sessions in Fivemiletown.

Stephen Lockington
Mullingar

‘Bible for Dummies’ is billed as:‘Journey through
the world’s all-time bestseller as we take a
whistle-stop tour along Route 66’.

It is a six-week, two-hourly night class I’m
teaching in Mullingar Vocational Education College
during September and October, the aim being to
cover the main themes of the Bible. It is part of the
VEC night-class schedule which is widely
advertised and normally attracts many students to
the varied range of subjects on offer. Pray that
‘Bible for Dummies’ attracts. Pray that the Lord
Jesus is discovered on the journey.

By way of praise, give thanks for the 230 children
and 25 teenagers who attended our summer
camp activities. It never ceases to amaze me.

Fermoy:
Vacancy in the “Deep South”

Please pray for the congregation of Fermoy
which has been vacant since Revd Samuel
Mawhinney moved to ministry in Dublin in the
Spring of 2008. We are very thankful that leave
to call has been granted for a minister to live in
Fermoy and also to be responsible for Cahir
(stated supply).

Fermoy is 25 miles north of Cork City. A
fellowship of 35 to 40 gathers each Sunday and
they are very committed to prayer and
evangelism through personal friendships, bible
studies, children's and youth activities. Their
prayer is for a pastor who will feed them from
God's Word and sustain and develop this work.

Cahir, 25 miles north of Fermoy, is a much
smaller group but it is felt to be a strategic
location and as well as the Sunday service, a
Monday night bible study is a significant means
of outreach and encouragement to isolated
believers and seekers.

Please join us in prayer for the vacancy to be
filled soon. Interested ministers are
encouraged to contact the vacancy convener,
Revd John Faris (jfaris@eircom.net) or the
Director of BMI, Revd David Bruce.

Rhonda Glass
& Karen Burns
Mayo

It was a day Calvary Church,Westport won’t
forget for a long time. Six adults were baptized
on profession of their personal faith in the Lord
Jesus and received into membership of the
church here. What a joy it has been to watch
God at work in these lives in recent months.
And He hasn’t finished yet!

To add to the joy, one of the ladies who was
baptized got a phone call from her sister that
very evening. She wanted to know how she
could be saved too.

Yes, the Lord is still at work in Ireland today –
calling people to turn from sin and follow Him.

PrayerFocus: bi monthly emailed prayer bulletin containing information for prayer and praise about the work of BMI

To receive Prayer Focus register online at www.missionireland.org

deaconesses

Eleanor Drysdale
Wellington Church,
Ballymena
Have you ever dreamed of owning a coffee shop?
I did years ago. I imagined it serving really good
coffee, people sitting about reading, live music
playing. It was just a dream, or so I thought, until
April when we opened the doors of our new
Church and new coffee bar. We have all of those
things: really good Fair Trade coffee, a place for
people to sit and read, and some evenings live
music. It has become an area for parents to wait
for children, mums to come after the school run,
senior members to meet with friends, a place to
talk and share. God has really blessed us.

Please pray for us as we begin a new ministry in a
new area.

Please pray that we will have enough volunteers
for the coming winter.

Please pray for those who come through the door,
many with no church connection.

Muriel Cromie

Belfast City Hospital

The discerning Christian staff nurse who heard this
heartsearching plea asked the patient if she would
like the Presbyterian Deaconess Chaplain to call
with her. No particular religion or denomination
had been recorded on the patient’s appropriate
notes.We hadn't met before but she agreed to my
visiting and I was paged to come.

The lady shared her story of sleepless nights and
restless days, not just with physical sickness, but
more so with a heavy and burdened heart and an
anxious and weary mind.

To introduce the Lord Jesus to one so prepared
and ready to receive Him by faith was such a
heartwarming and humbling experience.

Finding Christ, and indeed being found by Him,
brought such a release and transformation to that
lady.

Her illness was still present and the prognosis just
as real but there was a healing now deep within
her heart. Such was the transformation that
Hospital staff in the days following asked "How
come?" "What has happened?" They had
recognised a new glow and a deep joy, a quiet
calm and a real inner peace.

The patient had her own new and wonderful
story to share now of Christ's Healing grace and
love. And that she certainly did!!

Sandra Rebecca Workman
(nee Crawford)
16/12/1956 to 9/8/2009
Sandra enjoyed playing the piano and loved music.
One of her many favourite hymns was “Great is Thy
Faithfulness” because it speaks about God’s
faithfulness. Both Sandra and I have experienced His
faithfulness over the years. We sang this hymn at
Sandra’s funeral service and at our wedding.

Our 26th wedding anniversary was on 10 August
2009 – the day after Sandra passed away.We met at
Belfast Bible College and got married after our second
year there. I could give many examples of God’s
faithfulness throughout our married life. But God’s
faithfulness to Sandra did not start when she met
me. At the age of six Sandra realized that she needed
a Saviour, someone who would save her from her sin.

We moved to Ballylinan in 1989.Although I was the
one employed by the Irish Mission of the Presbyterian
Church to tell people about our Saviour, Sandra was
very much involved in the work with me. We worked
well as a team as I tended to be the organiser and
Sandra was the people person.She was always
willing to listen and help with advice gained by her
knowledge of the Bible which she read daily.

Sandra was diagnosed with cancer eleven years ago in
September 1998. The treatment that followed meant
that she was no longer able to be involved with the
children’s clubs etc. However, she was still very much
involved behind the scenes and, even though she was
not out so much, it did not stop her from helping
people; it just meant that they came to see Sandra
rather than her going to them. She also kept in touch
with many, many people by letter and phone.

Sandra was by no means housebound and she always
enjoyed the adventure of travelling. Sometimes

doctors would advise her not to travel but it got to the
stage last summer that when her consultant heard
that she was planning to travel to Canada and
America - after a long session of chemotherapy -
he just smiled and said,“Enjoy your holiday.”

Travelling to Canada was one of Sandra’s life long
dreams. She loved reading and as a child had read
many of L.M. Montgomery’s books, and reread them
many times since then. She especially loved the
Anne of Green Gables series which is based in Prince
Edward Island. Of course while in Canada we visited
Prince Edward Island and then travelled to Alabama
in the USA, to visit the people who come to Ireland
to help with the summer outreach.

Sandra was able to enjoy life no matter what the
circumstances. She knew the reality of St Paul’s
words in Philippians 4:11,“I have learned to be
content whatever the circumstances.” No matter
how severe the treatment, Sandra seldom
complained. She knew you couldn’t fight cancer and
accepted it as God’s will, knowing that He knew best.

The following is an excerpt from an email by a
fellow student she met while studying at St
Andrews University in Scotland. It reflects the
positive influence Sandra had on many lives:

“Sandra was one of my best friends at St Andrews,
someone I always felt I could talk to about anything.
I had been rather unhappy during my last few years at
school, and went up to university hoping for a brighter
future. Sandra was one of the people who ensured that
I still remember my four years at St Andrews as one of
the happiest periods of my life.” Tony

May we all know the love and joy in our lives that
come from knowing Jesus as Saviour, as Sandra did.

William Workman



prayer diary - october 09
Day 1: Praise God for this Harvest
season and the provision of ‘Our daily
Bread’.

Day 2: Pray for Harry Moreland,
Irish Mission Worker in Fermoy, and
his outreach to children and young
people this week.

Day 3: Pray for William
Workman who has a bookstall in
Athy market today.

Day 4: Pray for Billy Patterson
and the Hotel Bible Study Group
meeting this evening. Twenty-nine
people attended the first evening in
September.

Day 5: Pray for the BMI Standing
Committee who meet today.

Day 6: Pray for the outreach of
the Nightlight team in the Golden
Mile area of Belfast.

Day 7: Pray for the Nightlight-
type ministry carried out by the
churches in Newcastle, Co.Down.

Day 8: Pray for the vacant Home
Mission congregations of Fermoy and
Cahir.

Day 9: Pray for Keith Preston,
Irish Mission Worker in Tyrone, as he
conducts English classes this week.

Day 10: Pray for the Boards of
Finance & Personnel, Mission
Overseas, Social Witness,
Education, and Youth & Children who
meet today.

Day 11: Pray for Manny Ortiz
and Sue Baker from Westminster
Theological Seminary
who have arrived for the Urban
Mission Conference.

Day 12: Pray for the Boards of
Mission in Ireland, Communications,
Christian Training, and Business who
meet today.

Day 13: Pray for Revd David
Thompson and the BMI Urban
Mission Unit who meet
today.

Day 14: Pray for ‘Cross with Care’,
the BMI Urban Mission Conference
being held in Immanuel Presbyterian
Church today.

Day 15: Pray for the Urban
Mission Conference closing service in
West Kirk Presbyterian Church this
evening at 7.00 pm.

Day 16: Pray for Revd Danny
Rankin and the Urban Mission
Congregation in Strand in
East Belfast.

Day 17: Pray for Robin Fairbairn
who will be in London today at
Global Connections Communications
Officers Meeting.

Day 18: Pray for the
Deaconesses Retreat in Glenada
Conference Centre, Newcastle
with Helen Warnock from Scripture
Union.

Day 19: Pray for the
Deaconesses as they return to their
sphere of service after their
retreat.

Day 20: Pray for the Nightlight-
type ministry carried on in
Newtownards tonight.

Day 21: Pray for Doreen Draffin,
Deaconess in Whitehouse and NI
Hospice Care.

Day 22: Pray for the vacant
Home Mission congregations of
Lisnaskea, Lisbellaw, Maguiresbridge
and Newtownbutler.

Day 23: Pray for Jean Gwyn,
Deaconess in the Royal Victoria
Hospital.

Day 24: Pray for Jonathan Reid,
Irish Mission Worker in the Glens of
Antrim.

Day 25: Pray for Carole O’Hara,
Deaconess in Antrim Area Hospital
and Musgrave Park Hospital.

Day 26: Pray for the first year
Deaconesses in training at Union:
Eileen Black, Amy Johnston, Joanne
McCourt,Tracey Nicholl, and Hazel
Reid.

Day 27: Pray for Stephen Wilson,
Irish Mission Worker in Mullingar.

Day 28: Pray for Irish Mission
Worker Eamon Doyle, in his
evangelistic outreach.

prayer diary - november 09
Day 1: Pray for the vacant Home
Mission congregations of Ballina,
Killala,and Ballymote.

Day 2: Pray for the Convener of
BMI,Revd Roy Patton.

Day 3:Pray for Revd David
Montgomery (Monty) and his
ministry in the Home Mission
congregation of Greystones.

Day 4: Pray for the vacant Home
Mission congregations of Carlow and
Athy.

Day 5: Pray for Tom Dowling, Irish
Mission Worker in Kilkenny.

Day 6: Pray for the Executive staff
of BMI:Revd David Bruce,Revd David
Thompson, Mr Nehru Daas,Mr Robin
Fairbairn,and Ms Lorraine Beatty.

Day 7: Pray for Brian Simons and
the Nightlight team working in the
Odyssey Arena.

Day 8: Pray for Billy Patterson
who commences a mission in
Crossgar Presbyterian church
(Coleraine) today until 15 November.

Day 9: Pray for BMI
Administrative staff:Mandy Higgins,
Elaine Huddleston,Evelyn
Craig,Laura Whitcroft and Marianne
Trueman.

Day 10: Pray for Revd William
Henry,Convener of the Strategy for
Mission Committee.

Day 11: Pray for Billy Patterson at
the Mission in Crossgar.

Day 12: Pray for Kevin Hargaden,
Irish Mission Worker in Maynooth,and
his outreach to students at Maynooth

University.

Day 13: Pray for Irene Younge,
Convener of the BMI Personnel
Committee.

Day 14: Pray for John Luke,Brian
Simons and Linzie Cobain who work
for nightlight.

Day 15: Pray for the closing night
of the mission in Crossgar conducted
by Billy Patterson.

Day 16: Pray for Cherry Poynton,
Convener of the BMI Communications
Committee.

Day 17:Pray for Douglas Cowan,
Convener of the BMI Finance
Committee.

Day 18: Pray for Philip Whelton,
Irish Mission Worker in Arklow and his
outreach to children tonight.

Day 19: Pray for Brian Knox,
Convener of the BMI Property
Committee.

Day 20: Pray for Revd Alistair Bill,
Convener of the Nightlight Panel.

Day 21: Pray for Liz Warnock,the
Deaconess in Abbey Presbyterian
Church Monkstown.

Day 22: Pray for Billy Patterson
as he commences a Gospel Mission in
Drumgooland Presbyterian Church
today until 29 November.

Day 23: Pray for Lynda Gibson,
Deaconess in Maghaberry Prison and
Hydebank Young Offenders Centre.

Day 24: Pray for Revd Karen
Campbell,Convener of the BMI
Worship Panel.

Day 25:Pray for Billy Patterson at
the mission in Drumgooland.

Day 26: Pray for Muriel Cromie,
Deaconess in Belfast City Hospital.

Day 27: Pray for the outreach of
the Beacon Drop-in Centre in
Rathfriland – read more at
www.missionireland.typepad.com

Day 28: Pray for Christine Kyle,
Deaconess in the Ulster Hospital
Dundonald.

Day 29: Pray for the closing night
of the mission in Drumgooland.

Day 30: Pray for the BMI Worship
Panel who meet tonight.

DECEMBER
Day 1: Pray for Sally, Isobel,Ann
and Billy who will be packing the
ReachOut magazines today.

Day 2: Pray for the Irish Mission
Workers Conference today.

Day 3: Pray for Revd Michael
Anderson and the Home Mission
congregation of Arklow.

Day 4: Pray for the outreach of
Nightlight in the Golden Mile.

Day 5: Pray for the outreach of
Nightlight in the Odyssey Arena.

Day 6: Pray for Revd Stephen Rea,
the Home Mission minister in
Enniscorthy and Wexford.


