
 

Materials: 
 
4 large pieces of paper or card, glue or tape, scissors, magazines and newspapers, felt tips, 
Bibles. 
 

Opening Activity: 
 
Collage: Have the young people split into four groups and assign each group one of the 
following: Fear, Politics, Pain & Death, Sin & Judgment.  Give each group several magazines or 
newspapers and have them create a collage to depict that word or pair of words.  For example, 
if they have “pain and death”, they could use images of war, environmental destruction, 
sadness, sickness etc.  The can also write words on their collage that go along with that idea if 
they wish.  Have each group share their images on their topic with the whole group. 
 
Explain that you’ll be looking at Luke’s account of Jesus’ death and resurrection found in 
chapters 22-24 and that through this study you’ll discover together how Jesus is the Victor over 
fear, politics, pain, death and sin and judgment. 
 
* Note:  Emphasize the place of communion as bookends in this story of Jesus in Luke, how 
Jesus broke bread with his friends (even the one he knew would betray him) before he was 
arrested and killed and how also, after the resurrection, it was when Jesus broke bread with 
some of his disciples that they recognised him.   
 
 

Bible Study: 
 
Jesus Victorious Over Fear:  Luke 22:39-53 

• Look at Jesus’ actions in the garden: was he afraid? 

• Look at Peter’s actions in the garden: was he afraid? 

• Contrast Jesus’ response to fear (prayer) with Peter’s (violence). 

• You can also look at what fear caused Peter to do later, three times: deny Jesus 
because he was afraid of the consequences of saying he followed him. 

• You can also look at what fear caused Pilate to do in allowing Jesus to be crucified 
because of the fear of losing his political power (23:24).  We’ll address this more later. 

 
 
 
 
Jesus Victorious Over Politics: Luke 22:66-23:24 
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• What was Jesus accused of by the political and religious leaders of his day? 

• How did Jesus respond?  

• What was victorious about Jesus remaining silent or turning questions back on them? 

• Look at 23:12 and how Pilate and Herod had been enemies but became friends over 
their political game with Jesus.  What does this say about how politics can sometimes 
operate?   

• Point out Pilate saying in verse 16, “I will therefore have him flogged and release him.” 
Flogging in this Roman state would have been a pronouncement of guilt, so while 
Pilate said Jesus wasn’t guilty, his actions said otherwise.  Did Pilate really want Jesus 
to be freed or did he want to be free of having to take responsibility for what happened? 

 
Jesus Victorious Over Pain & Death: Luke 23:26-24:12 

• Focus on 23:27-31 and how incredibly full of suffering and pain Jesus on the cross 
was.  Note how Jesus responded to the women’s suffering (the Daughters of 
Jerusalem), how he didn’t tell them not to feel the way they were feeling, but how 
instead he was present with them in their suffering.  Notice that even on the cross, 
experiencing the fullest extent of human pain, Jesus was still focusing on others’ pain 
and suffering.  

• How did Jesus respond to the ridicule of the criminals on the cross?  (Prayer: like in the 
garden, Jesus’ response was prayer for them.) 

• What were the physical signs of the pain and death of the cross?  (Darkness over the 
land, curtain of the temple torn in two, Jesus crying out in pain, crowds beating their 
breasts in sadness)  Jesus pain and death were not a mock pain and death, they were 
very much real. 

• What did the angels ask the women who were weeping at Jesus’ tomb?  “Why do you 
look for the living among the dead?” What was the women’s response to the news of 
the resurrection?  (amazement) 

 
*Note: look at how after the resurrection, Jesus had the disciples touch his hands and side 
and how he asked for something to eat, thus proving that this was a real resurrection, that 
he was fully alive again, and not a ghost. 

 
Jesus Victorious Over Sin & Judgment: Luke 24:13-49 

• What story did the disciples hope to be true?  (That Jesus was actually the Messiah, 
the one to redeem Israel.) 

• Look at how Jesus not only rose from the dead but explained why he did so in both 
24:25-27 and 24:44-48.  Why did Jesus take the time to explain this?   

• What did Jesus say about his connection as Messiah with the scriptures?  Why is this 
significant (talks about God’s ongoing work of salvation in the life of Israel and beyond.) 

• What is the response to the resurrection mentioned several times??  JOY. 

• Talk about how Jesus’ death and resurrection made him victorious over sin and 
judgment for all people, for all times. 

 
Why Does it Matter?  
 
Have the young people get back into their groups from the beginning and on the other side of 
their collage, have them write/draw ideas for how Jesus is victorious over fear, politics, pain & 
death and sin & judgment.  Try to get them to think about how Jesus’ actions in the texts we 
looked at show God’s action in the world today, such as: 

• Fear: God’s response is not violent, but caring and fully understanding of fear.  Even 
Jesus felt fear, but he didn’t let it overcome him.   

• Politics: Jesus responded to political games with humility and yet turned the power of 



the day upside down in making himself vulnerable even to death and yet rising again.  
He always focused (even on the cross) on relationship over manipulation. 

• Pain & Death:  God is fully present in times of pain and death and doesn’t demand that 
we ignore these hard realities, but instead enters into them to bring healing and hope. 

• Sin & Judgment: God is the judge alone and ultimately in Jesus the power of sin and 
judgment are broken.  Even on the cross, Jesus was forgiving sins of the criminals near 
him and through the resurrection, we proclaim that the power of our loving God is 
greater than the power of sin in the world. 

• Jesus is the Victor: victorious over all, but not in a disaffected, non-caring way.  Jesus’ 
victory is about power rooted not in pride but in perfect love.  Jesus re-defines victory, 
not as a military conquest or dominating presence, but in overwhelming grace and joy. 

 
 

Prayer 
 
Close in prayer for each area of Jesus’ victory, praying that those involved in that area would 
experience the power and love of Jesus present with them. 
 
 

 

 

        
 



 


