
 
God Acts 

 

Background for teachers 

During this session we will focus on Acts 27 and 28 as Paul finally sails for Rome. In 

previous chapters, Paul had to defend himself and his faith in Jesus in front of the 

Emperor and the King.  Paul used this opportunity to share the good news of Jesus 

and the story of his conversion.  Paul is now on his way to Rome, a place where he 

has longed to go.  However, this journey is not smooth sailing!  The ship hits some 

choppy waters and Paul and the rest of the prisoners and crew face more challenges 

and life threatening situations.  However, through all of this, God is at work!  Paul 

finally reaches Rome and, although he is under house arrest, he is able to tell others 

about Jesus and God’s Kingdom. 

 

Paul demonstrates his trust in God in all situations.  He does not give up even when 

his life is threatened and his freedom is taken away from him.  He uses all 

opportunities as a chance to share his own story of how his life has been 

transformed through an encounter with Jesus Christ.  Paul can put his trust in God 

because he knows God is faithful.  He knows God has a plan for his life and for his 

church.  Paul gets to play his part, and so can we!   

 

As we explore the adventures of Paul, let’s encourage the children to think about 

how the same God is at work through his people today.  No matter how old or young 

we are, God can act through us.  We can be part of the amazing task of sharing the 

Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 

Explanation of lesson 

This final lesson focuses on Acts 27-28 and looks at how God acts in the life of Paul as 

he faces a stormy journey to reach Rome.   

This session is divided into 5 activities.  These activities can be set up in different 

areas/ rooms and the children can journey around them either in 1 group or rotate 

in several smaller groups.  Draw the children together at the start for the 

introduction and to explain the key aims. 

 

Equipment needed: 

Lion Storyteller Bible OR Bible passage printed – Acts 27 

Tape to mark out ‘ship’ 

Memory verse on 4/5 pieces on card 

Simple map for memory verse 

Strips of coloured paper  

Pens/ pencils 

 

Key Passage:  Acts 27-28 

 



Key aims:  

To explore with children how God worked through Paul to grow and strengthen his 

church. 

To learn from Paul to trust that God can act through all circumstances – whether 

good or ‘stormy’. 

To explore how God might use us, and others around the world, to spread the good 

news of Jesus. 

 

Journey begins… 

Explain to the children that this morning you are going to think about the next part 

of Paul’s amazing journey to spread the Good News of Jesus.  Today we will see how 

God acts through difficult situations and tough times.  During this part of his journey, 

Paul would face arrest, a plot to kill him, being put on trial, a terrible storm and even 

being shipwrecked!  Things seemed to go from bad to worse for Paul.  Yet, God was 

still at work.  God’s church was still growing and people were hearing about Jesus.  

Paul took every opportunity to share the Good News and his story of how God has 

acted in his life.  We are going to explore how Paul kept on trusting God and was 

ready and willing to play his part.   

 

Today we will travel with Paul and take part in his journey. 

 

Activity 1  - Game 

 

Stormy seas 

Game – As a group, play a version of ‘Port, Starboard’. The children have to follow 

your directions and do the actions for each word.   

Port – run to left hand side of room 

Starboard – run to right hand side of room 

Bow – run to front of room 

Stern – run to back of room 

Captain on deck – say ‘Aye, aye Captain’ 

Scrub the decks – kneel down and scrub 

Stormy seas – everyone rock from side to side 

Add more actions and use your own ideas! 

 

Activity 2 – Story 

 

Shipwrecked! 

Acts 27- 28 

Retell the story to the children.  If possible, use the version Paul is Shipwrecked from 

the Lion Storyteller Bible. 

Before telling the story, encourage the children to look out for the phrase, “Was Paul 

Worried?”  Explain that when you say that phrase, the children are to join in with the 

reply – “Not at all”. 

 

Or  

Interactive story 



Mark off an area on the floor which will be the ship.   

Read Chapter 27 v1-6.  Then ask the children to ‘board the ship’ (ask children to sit in 

the marked off area). 

Retell verses 7-12 and then ‘set sail’ on the next part of the journey.  Retell the rest 

of chapter 27 and encourage the children to rock from side to side as the storm 

begins and grows stronger!  Ask the children to leave the ship and step onto to dry 

land. 

 

When you reach dry land, explain to the children that Paul did reach Rome.  He lived 

in Rome for 2 years in a house guarded by a soldier.  However, this did not stop Paul 

from telling many people about Jesus.   

 

Paul’s journey had been long and difficult.  He had faced scary and lonely 

circumstances.  He did not give up and he did not run away but he stood firm in his 

belief in God.  Paul had learned to trust God in all situations.  He knew God was in 

control.  Paul put God first and followed God’s way, not his own.  Paul knew that God 

had a job for him and that his purpose was to tell others about Jesus.  He could see 

how God had acted in his life to save, forgive and change him, and he wanted to 

share this with the world. 

 

Activity 3 – Hot seat activity 

 

Question Time 

Ask a leader to pretend to be Paul.  ‘Paul’ sits on the hot seat and the children have 

an opportunity to ask him questions about the story.  Prepare a few questions prior 

to the session e.g. Were you scared when the storm began?  How did you feel when 

you reached Rome?   

 

Allow the children to spend some time quietly thinking through these I wonder 

questions. 

 

I wonder… how was God at work during the storm and shipwreck? 

I wonder… how Paul kept trusting God, even when the storm came? 

I wonder… how did God use Paul to tell more people about Jesus? 

I wonder… how could God use me to tell others about Jesus? 

 

Spend a bit of time talking about the last one.  Ask for some ideas and think about 

what challenges we might face, at home, school and with friends, if we are followers 

of Jesus.  What can we learn from Paul about trusting God in all circumstances?  

What can we learn from Paul about sharing the good news of Jesus with others? 

 

Activity 4 – Memory verse 

 

Romans 8 v 28 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who
 

have been called according to his purpose.  

 



These are words written by Paul to the church in Rome.  Write out the memory verse 

and divide into 4/5 pieces and hide throughout the room.  Draw a simple map with 

the location of each piece marked on it.  Children have a few minutes to find the 

pieces and put together in the right order.  Learn the verse together. 

 

 

Activity 5 – Prayer 

 

Prayer Chain 

In Acts 26 v29 Paul tells King Agrippa: 

Short time or long – I pray to God that not only you but all who are listening to me 

today may become what I am, except for these chains. 

 

Remember Paul was still a prisoner as he set sail for Rome.  However, he did not let 

this stop him from sharing the Good News of Jesus with those around him.  As we 

remember that God acts through his church and his people, encourage the children 

to pray for Christians around the world who are persecuted because of their faith in 

Jesus.  Ask the children to write their prayers of strips of paper and make into a 

paper chain. 

 

For more prayer points about persecuted church look at www.barnabasfund.org or 

www.opendoorsuk.org 

 

Journey end… 

As your session ends, remind the children that the theme of the last 4 lessons has 

been God Acts.  Encourage the children to think about the stories you have heard 

from the book of Acts that show how God was at work in the early church.  Remind 

the children that God is still at work today through his people, the church.  Praise 

God together for how He acts with power and love and provide a short time for 

children to pray about how God might act through them. 


