
 

 

Sunday school lesson 3: God Acts 

Acts 16: 13-34 (Acts 16-20) 

 

Introduction 

 

Explain to the children that people become Christians in all sorts of ways and by different means. 

Think through some different ways that people hear about God and choose to follow Him (e.g. from 

growing up in a Christian family, friends, SU in school, houseparties, evangelistic events, church, 

etc.).  

Ask the children: 

1. Why do you think there is more than one situation in which people become Christians? 

2. Think with the children about how they know about Jesus and whether or not they came to 

know Him through different ways. 

 

 

Bible story 

This Bible story is actually two stories but they show us different ways that people became Christians 

as Paul was going through his work. Read the passage with these two stories of Lydia and the jailer.   

 

Acts 16:13-34 

On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to a place by the river, where we thought there 

would be a Jewish meeting place for prayer. We sat down and talked with the women who came. 

One of them was Lydia, who was from the city of Thyatira and sold expensive purple cloth. She 

was a worshiper of the Lord God, and he made her willing to accept what Paul was saying. Then 

after she and her family were baptized, she kept on begging us, "If you think I really do have faith 

in the Lord, come stay in my home." Finally, we accepted her invitation. 

 

One day on our way to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl. She had a spirit in her that 

gave her the power to tell the future. By doing this she made a lot of money for her owners. The 

girl followed Paul and the rest of us and kept yelling, "These men are servants of the Most High 

God! They are telling you how to be saved."  

This went on for several days. Finally, Paul got so upset that he turned and said to the spirit, "In 

the name of Jesus Christ, I order you to leave this girl alone!" At once the evil spirit left her.  

When the girl's owners realized that they had lost all chances for making more money, they 

grabbed Paul and Silas and dragged them into court. 

They told the officials, "These Jews are upsetting our city! They are telling us to do things we 

Romans are not allowed to do."  

The crowd joined in the attack on Paul and Silas. Then the officials tore the clothes off the two 

men and ordered them to be beaten with a whip. After they had been badly beaten, they were 

put in jail, and the jailer was told to guard them carefully. The jailer did as he was told. He put 

them deep inside the jail and chained their feet to heavy blocks of wood.  



About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing praises to God, while the other prisoners 

listened. Suddenly a strong earthquake shook the jail to its foundations. The doors opened, and 

the chains fell from all the prisoners.  

When the jailer woke up and saw that the doors were open, he thought that the prisoners had 

escaped. He pulled out his sword and was about to kill himself. But Paul shouted, "Don't harm 

yourself! No one has escaped." The jailer asked for a torch and went into the jail. He was shaking 

all over as he knelt down in front of Paul and Silas. After he had led them out of the jail, he asked, 

"What must I do to be saved?"  

They replied, "Have faith in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved! This is also true for everyone 

who lives in your home."  

Then Paul and Silas told him and everyone else in his house about the Lord. While it was still night, 

the jailer took them to a place where he could wash their cuts and bruises. Then he and everyone 

in his home were baptized. They were very glad that they had put their faith in God. After this, the 

jailer took Paul and Silas to his home and gave them something to eat.  

 

Ask the children: 

• What was different about the experiences of the 2 people in the stories? (Lydia worshipped 

God but did not know about Jesus dying for her; the jailer did not know God at all) 

 

Explain that although Paul and Silas were in a difficult situation their first aim was still to tell people 

about Jesus and what He had done for them. This was Paul’s reason for doing all that he did and why 

he was prepared to go through very difficult situations at times. 

 

Think and talk 

Ask an adult from church to come to Sunday school, preferably someone who is not normally there 

and is not a leader for the children in an organisation. This is simply to have someone that the 

children do not normally listen to. Ask them to tell their story of becoming a Christian and how their 

life has been changed because they follow Jesus. There may be someone in your congregation who 

has been a missionary or has a dramatic story to tell. Feel free to ask them to come along, although 

it does not have to be an “exciting” type of story but instead someone who has a typical conversion 

story. Have them tell the story of their life in about 5/6minutes and then allow the children to ask 

questions of the person so that they can learn more about their faith and their relationship with 

God. In case the children are not forthcoming with questions, you may want to have some that you 

can ask to get them started. 

 

This is obviously not a craft activity and the children will not have a physical object or worksheet to 

take home with them but they will have heard a story about a life changing experience for someone 

and this may sow seeds of knowledge and understanding that we cannot measure in terms of 

eternal salvation. 

 

Prayer 

Spend a short time in prayer, thanking God for how He changes lives and asking for Him show your 

group how to listen to Him and see where He is working in your lives and the lives of those that you 

come into contact with everyday. 

 

 


