
 

 
 
AWAKE 2011 – “God Acts” 
 
Focus: How God works through the early church in the book of Acts.  
 
Acts 8-15 – God is at work when times are tough! 
 
 
Main events: 
Chapter 8 – Saul persecutes the Church and the Church scatters but is effective.  
Chapter 9 – Saul’s conversion; Peter’s Adventures 
Chapter 10 – Peter and Cornelius; Gentiles hear the Gospel 
Chapter 11 – Church business – reports, aid 
Chapter 12 – James’ death; Peter’s imprisonment; Herod dies 
Chapter 13 & 14 – Paul and Barnabus sent off 
Chapter 15 – Church business –council, letter; Paul and Barnabus split 
 
Outline (50mins in total) 
 
Group activity to start: 10mins 
Prayer / Introduction: 5mins 
Game (and follow up): 10mins 
Story: 10mins 
Follow-up activities: 10mins 
Quick Quiz: 5mins 
(Possible mission follow-up: 10mins) 
 
 
Children arrive and go straight to groups (preferably relating to their age group).  
For children in P1, P3 and P3, they should complete a simple sheet entitled: Draw a picture of 
what you like to do in Church. 
Children in P4-P7 should complete a simple sheet entitled: Draw a picture of what Church is / 
what Church means to you.  
 
Each group leader should talk with the children about their responses, remembering that there 
are not necessarily any right or wrong answers. For both age groups, draw out the fact that it is 
the being with other people that is the main thing because a Church is not a building but it is 
the people who meet there. It has always been like this, right from the very start of the Church 
because the Christians then did not have big buildings to meet in.  
 
Children come together as a large group. 
 
Remind children that learning about God and the Bible is not easy so that is why we need to ask 
God to help us and we do that through prayer. Draw in some of the things that the children have 
talked about in their groups and incorporate them as prayers of thanksgiving (“Thank you that 
we enjoy... in church”; “Thank you that Church means... to us”) 
 
Tell the children that we are now going to think about what life was like for Christians in the 
Church a long time ago – we call the Church back then the “early Church”. 
 



Teaching Time: Introduction 
Life was not easy for the Christians in the early Church.  
 
People did not believe them when they said that Jesus is God’s Son, that He died and rose again 
to take away the sins of the World; they thought that the Christians were liars or foolish, and 
some people even told lies and said that the Christians were saying bad things about God.  
 
These sorts of things happen today as well – do you know of any situations when Christians might 
be treated badly? (Maybe when they choose to do the right thing; when they don’t join in with 
teasing someone, or when they themselves are teased for going to Church or BB/GB etc; In some 
countries Christians are in danger because they are Christians). 
 
In the book of Acts we read about how one of the Christians, a man called Stephen, was killed 
just because he was a Christian, and that started a terrible time for the Church because it says 
in Acts 8:1 “And there arose on that day a great persecution against the Church in 
Jerusalem...”  
 
Does anyone know what the word “persecution” might mean?  
 
Persecution is a big word but it simply means that people did terrible things to Christians just 
because they were Christians – it’s a bit like bullying someone because of how they look.  
 
Christians were in real danger from this persecution – they were beaten up, they were put in 
jail... and some, like Stephen, were even killed – and the Bible tells us that the Church was 
scattered throughout the land, as they tried to escape from the terrible danger they were in.  
 
So the Church was in a bad way and there was danger all around – but God was still in control 
and He was still at work... and we’ll look at that shortly. 
 
Game: Scatter (you might want to break the children up into two groups for this – P1-3; P4-7) 
Ask the children to get into groups of a specific number and, when the word “Persecution” is 
called out, the children have to scatter to a different part of the room (as individuals). Then 
call out “Meet together in groups of _”, and the children have to reassemble in groups of that 
number. Any groups smaller than the specified number are ‘out’.  
This game should serve to teach the children the word “persecution” and how it caused the 
Church to scatter, but that the Church, wherever they were, and in whatever size groups they 
could manage, continued to meet together. 
 
Bring the children back together again and talk to them about how they might have felt if they 
had been part of the early Church – would they have been frightened? Would they have been sad 
to have to run away from their homes? Would they have still wanted to be a Christian in these 
hard times?! 
 
Well, the Christians in the early Church didn’t stop loving and trusting God – and God didn’t stop 
doing amazing things! In these chapters we read so many amazing stories of how the scattered 
Church kept on telling people about Jesus and about how many people became Christians 
because of what they were hearing. We read the story of how Saul, one of the men who was 
trying to put Christians in prison actually became a Christian himself when Jesus appeared to 
him on the road to Damascus. We also see how people who lived in other parts of the world 
started to become Christians, and we also read about the first missionaries and where they 
went.  
 
But the story we’re going to look at today tells us about a time when it seemed that nothing 
could be done... but God was still in control! 
 



Story: Peter’s Miraculous Escape from prison (Acts 12:1-19) 
 
The Church was in danger! King Herod started to arrest some who belonged to the church and 
he had others killed... He killed John’s brother James, and set his sights on Peter... He had 
Peter arrested and put in prison and was intending to have him tried after the Passover... Peter 
was under heavy guard and he was chained up as well. It seemed that there was no way out of 
this for Peter and that he might also be killed.  
 
All the while, however, the Church were meeting in secret and praying to God to help Peter.  
 
The night before Peter was to be brought to trial he was sleeping in his cell. Two soldiers sat at 
either side of him and another soldier was guarding the door.  
 
Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone into the cell. The angel had to hit 
Peter to get him to wake up. Peter woke up and the angel said, “Quick! Get up!” The chains fell 
off Peter’s wrists... The angel told Peter to get dressed and to follow him. Peter followed the 
angel right out of the prison. They walked straight past all of the guards and the gates opened 
for Peter by themselves. When they got out into the street, the angel left Peter.  

Peter knew that God had rescued him and he hurried at once to the house where he knew the 
church would be meeting.  

People were still praying inside when Peter knocked on the door. Rhoda, a servant girl heard 
Peter’s voice behind the door and was so surprised and happy that she didn’t let him in but 
instead went and told the others! They didn’t believe her and it was only when Peter kept 
knocking that they opened the door! Peter told them everything that had happened and they 
praised God!  

And the guards in the prison had no idea what had happened! 

Follow-up activities: Children return to their groups 

P1-3 – Give the children two pictures – one of Peter in chains, and one with his chains removed. 
The children colour these in and they are stuck together (Peter in chains should be on the 
bottom). Roll the top picture around a pencil and, as the top picture is rolled down (quickly) 
Peter’s chains should “fall” off.  

P4-7 – Give each child a strip of paper. Discuss with the children about the early Church and 
today’s Church. Talk to them about the similarities and differences that they might be able to 
identify and draw out the fact that God is as faithful to us today as He was to Peter and the 
Church thousands of years ago – and that includes whenever times are tough. Ask the children to 
write prayers of thanksgiving to God for His faithfulness to Peter, to the early Church and to us. 
They can write these (short) prayers on their strip of paper. Assemble these strips into a paper 
chain to be hung up in your Sunday School room. These chains should serve to remind of God’s 
faithfulness to us (shown through our prayers) and to Peter and co (the chains remind us of 
Peter’s chains which fell off) 

Quick Quiz: 

If there is time, bring the children back together again and separate them into two teams for a 
quiz based on today’s story and the information. Each correct answer gives the team a paper 
chain link which they attach together. The winning team is the team with the longest chain.  

Additional activity: Missionary activity 



Using resources from Open Doors (or similar), spend some time looking at an area of the world 
where Christians are still being persecuted. Spend some time praying for this area, or 
participate in a letter-writing activity.  


