
 

 
Sunday school lesson 1: God Acts 

Acts 3:1-10 (Acts 1-7) 

 

Introduction: 

 

Ask the children to name things that they think are “beautiful”. Write them on a whiteboard/poster 

paper for everyone to see. Remember that beauty is subjective and so all the answers that the 

children give are valid. Have some pictures and examples of things that you think are beautiful and 

add them to the display/list of things the children have come up with. 

 

Say: The story that we are going to think about today happened somewhere that may not have been 

a beautiful place at the time but was called the “Beautiful Gate” and so at some point something 

amazing must have happened there. It was a gate beside the Temple and was a place where crippled 

people, and one man in particular who could not walk, came to beg from the people who were going 

into the Temple for the daily prayer services.  

 

Bible story 

 

The Bible story is printed here so that it can be read straight but below is a way of reading the stories 

and the children make sounds for the story. It’s a very simple way of involving all the children in the 

story in a drama. 

 

Acts 3:1-10 

The time of prayer was about three o'clock in the afternoon, and Peter and John were going into 

the temple. A man who had been born lame was being carried to the temple door. Each day he 

was placed beside this door, known as the Beautiful Gate. He sat there and begged from the 

people who were going in.  

The man saw Peter and John entering the temple, and he asked them for money. But they looked 

straight at him and said, "Look up at us!"  

The man stared at them and thought he was going to get something. But Peter said, "I don't have 

any silver or gold! But I will give you what I do have. In the name of Jesus Christ from Nazareth, get 

up and start walking." Peter then took him by the right hand and helped him up.  

At once the man's feet and ankles became strong, and he jumped up and started walking. He went 

with Peter and John into the temple, walking and jumping and praising God. Everyone saw him 

walking around and praising God. They knew that he was the beggar who had been lying beside 

the Beautiful Gate, and they were completely surprised. They could not imagine what had 

happened to the man.  

 



Make the sounds 

 

Explain that the children are going to make the sounds for today’s story. Practise the sound effects in 

brackets below in advance. (Make sure the children realise that there were no ticking clocks in Bible 

times!) 

 

(Tick quietly like a clock.) It was three o’clock in the afternoon. (One child says, ‘Ting, ting, ting’, 

others keep ticking.) Lots of people were going to the temple, because it was time to pray. (Tap 

feet or knees to make the sound of feet.) Also coming to the temple gate was a lame man being 

carried by his friends. (Puff and grunt.) The lame man had never been able to walk. Every day he 

was brought here to beg for money. (Continue the feet and clock sounds as one child calls, ‘Money, 

please!’) Peter and John were on their way to pray too. (‘Come on, Peter!’ ‘OK, John.’) As they came 

up to the lame man, he asked for money. (‘Money, please!’) Peter and John looked at him. (Stop all 

noise.) Peter spoke to the lame man. (‘I have no money, but what I have I give to you. In the name of 

Jesus of Nazareth get up and walk!’) Peter took the man’s hand and helped him up. The man found 

he could stand, walk and even jump! (Gasping amazed noises. ‘I can walk!’) The man went into the 

temple with Peter and John and they praised God together. 

 

Think and talk  

 

Discuss with the children: Think together about the things the lame man wouldn’t have been able to 

do. (E.g. this would have included not being able to go to work or earn money) 

In Bible times this would have meant that his only way of being able to buy food was begging. They 

did not have benefits for people who could not work in those days. Being healed would have 

changed his life. God didn’t just give him what he wanted (money to buy food for one day) but what 

he needed (the ability to earn money for food each day). 

 

The crippled man went to the Temple gate thinking that it would be a day like any other and instead 

it became a day that changed his life forever. He thought Peter and John might just give him some 

money; instead he was healed and his life completely turned around. 

Ask the children: 

1. What do you think Peter and John were thinking about when they saw the man at the 

Beautiful Gate? 

2. I wonder what the man was thinking as Peter and John spoke to him? What do you think? 

Have some thought bubbles copied for the children to fill in and stick up on the wall. 

3. What do you think it would have been like to be the lame man after Peter told him to get 

up? 

4. I wonder how God could use you. Have another thought bubble for them to fill in. 

 

The place where the man sat and begged was called “Beautiful Gate” and we can assume that 

something happened there which made that the right name for it at some point in its history. 

However, something very special certainly happened this day as a man was healed and gave all the 

praise to God and also the disciples used the power that they received from the Holy Spirit to carry 

on the work that Jesus had told them to do.  

 



The man probably had not had a very easy life but God knew who he was, He loved him and it was in 

God’s plan to heal him using Peter and John to perform the miracle. 

Sometimes we have to go through some difficult things in life which are very hard to deal with but 

we need to remember that God is always there and never forgets us. He is there to help us even 

when things are tough. 

What sorts of things might we have to face that are difficult? (This could be a sensitive issue if there 

has been for example a recent death in a family or a marriage break up so be aware of the issues and 

work out how to deal with them appropriately.) Examples may include: bullying, falling out with 

friends, family break-up, death, transfer tests/exam stress, illness, moving house/school, pet dying, 

etc. Make a list of all these things so that everyone can see. 

Remind the children that even when life is difficult, God is always with them; they can talk to Him by 

praying and read about Him through the Bible.  

We want the children to remember that God always loves them, is always faithful, that He provides 

for them and that He can heal the hurt that they feel when things go wrong.  

We need to also remember that even if we are not going through difficult times that other people 

are. There are even people in our churches who have difficult things to deal with and need help and 

support.  

The craft that is attached is to help the children think about things that they find difficult to deal 

with and also things that others are facing that are hard. Help the children think through how they 

can help others. 

 

 

 

Craft/activity 

 

 

 

 

God cares for us and wants us to follow Him and allow Him to work in us and through us. He also 

cares for other people and wants us to think about things that we can do to help other people in 

need, just like Peter and John did for the man at the gate. 

Colour and stick together the box below. Write on small pieces of paper the names of people that 

we know who need help. This can either be people that the children know or people in your church 

“I wonder” 

thought bubble 



who are unwell or need help of some sort. Put these names in the boxes and have the children take 

them home and during the week think of things that they can do to help them. They may make 

cards, pray or visit someone on their list. 

 

(Box template) 


