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Last night in church, the preacher began talking about the most popular hymns requested for weddings and funerals.  It
came as no surprise that the hymn topping the charts for both funerals and weddings was Psalm 23: The Shepherd’s Psalm.

Psalms have always held special place within
the church’s history.  John Witvliet writes that
‘the most auspicious liturgical reform
movements – including those of the sixth-
century monastic communities, the sixteenth-
century Lutherans and Calvinists, and the
twentieth-century Liturgical Movement – have
called for a renewed appreciation for the
liturgical possibilities of the Psalter’ . 1

However, whether it is because of the
inaccessibility of some metrical psalm settings,
apart from the Shepherd’s Psalm, most are sung
with tepid enthusiasm.  Psalm 78 reminds us
that all we have been told by our parents about
God should not be hidden from the next
generation.  Have we been faithful in cherishing
the Psalms in the same way our forefathers
have done?

To whet your appetite for Psalms again, here
are some interesting quotes from past Christian
scholars.  Ambrose (c. 339-397) was radical in
his day for seeing the psalms as gender
inclusive as well as multi-generational:

‘The Apostle admonishes women to be silent in
church, yet they do well to join in a psalm; this
is gratifying for all ages and fitting for both
sexes.  Old men ignore the stiffness of age to
sing [a psalm], and melancholy veterans echo it
in the joy of their hearts; young men sing one
without the bane of lust, as do adolescents
without threat from their insecure age or the
temptation of sensual pleasure; even young
women sing psalms with no loss of wifely
decency’ .2

Luther saw the Psalms as a prayer manual to
purge us from hypocrisy3.  Calvin taught us that
the Psalms ‘principally teach and train us to
bear the cross’ 4.

Most importantly, the Psalms affirm that
common corporate worship should take
precedence over private devotions.  As Eugene
Peterson reminds us, in that tiny footnote ‘selah’
we can deduce ‘not a crime but a community…
These prayers are not from the pen of solitary
mystics; these are the trained voices of choirs
lifting their voices in lament and praise, in
petition and adoration’ 5.

This is why the worship panel are pleased to
introduce a series of Psalms roadshows in 2011.
The worship panel will be travelling to Derry,
Belfast, Armagh and Dublin providing different
workshops all based on the theme of the
psalms: choral workshops, band practicing,
creative use of psalms in worship.  The
roadshow is open to anyone involved in leading
worship.  Our guest speaker at the evening
celebration will be Revd Dr Anes Nel from
Killinchy Presbyterian.  Many new psalm
settings will be introduced and sung.  We invite
you to join us in this important attempt to
renew the Psalms for corporate worship so that
the next generation will come to know God,
‘even the children yet to be born so that they in
turn will tell their children’ (Psalm 78: 6).

For more details, watch Reachout and the
Mission Ireland website www.missionireland.org
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