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Ever since I came to Dublin I have been amazed at how
fast things can change here. I witnessed the rise of the
Celtic Tiger and the way that sudden affluence
changed society. A lot of the old community spirit that
so characterised Dublin life disappeared as people
became more focused on themselves and on the race
to grab as much as they could. This individualism
fostered a competitive culture among friends and
neighbours where your standing in the materialistic
pecking order became more important than caring for
those around you. Some bemoaned the loss of
community that the new prosperity brought, but the
general consensus held that it was all worth it as
everyone enjoyed the “good life”.

Warnings were sounded that the rate of growth was
unsustainable but these were largely ignored as people
just did not want to face the prospect of the good times
coming to an end. When the tsunami of the financial

crisis struck and the economy went into meltdown
people looked on in stunned disbelief, the speed of the
crash far surpassing the speed of the rise. The
aftermath has brought drastic change and painful
adjustments for many people. In Dolebusters we
experienced a huge jump in people looking for
information and advice on employment law and
redundancy, while the waiting period for an
appointment for debt counselling grew into months.

A reality check on this scale was bound to cause havoc
and as I talk to people I see the strain on marriages and
family relationships that financial pressure brings. I
have been watching for signs of a reviving interest in
spiritual things but what I usually see in people is a
burning bitterness and resentment coupled with
enormous anger at the politicians who bear the brunt
of the blame for the economic catastrophe. People are
reluctant to admit that it was
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our collective greed and desire for more and more
that has brought us to this present crisis.

In Adelaide Road we are beginning to prepare our
five-year Mission Plan using the TEAR Fund Discovery
programme. This programme aims at mobilising our
church through creating a participatory process that is
very visual and easy to understand, but most of all,
fun, where our church members can “discover”ways in
which they can help people in the surrounding
community. The goal is to help our members fulfil
their purpose by bringing positive change to our
community.Just as Dublin’s sense of community was
destroyed by individuals focusing on themselves, we

believe that community can be recreated by our
church family focusing on others. In effect, we

model community for others by putting
them first and praying that God will use

this to change the hearts of those

around us as they witness our life together.

I feel strongly that people need to feel that they
“belong”and that it is this belonging that enables
their believing. Consequently, we need to take care
that we don’t put barriers to belonging in front of
people in the way that we organise our community
life. There is a need for a cultural sensitivity in our
approach, particularly as we are working within a
Southern catholic culture.

For this reason your prayers are vital. We need you to
pray for wisdom and discernment for us as we work
through this process. Pray also that God will bless the
process as we interact with the congregation and that
he will enthuse and motivate people into wanting to
be involved with the community around us, enabling
us to bring about transformation through the impact
of the Gospel lived out among the people.
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Daily Bible Reading
with ReachOut

The 19th Century Scottish minister, Robert Murray M'Cheyne, who lived from 1813-
1843, prepared a plan for Bible reading to take readers through the New Testament
and Psalms twice a year, and through the rest of the Bible once each year.

Don Carson slightly modified this reading plan.

Carson suggests that the reader proceeds at half the rate of the M'Cheyne version:
he takes just two of the four M'Cheyne readings each day, which is somewhat more
manageable.So it takes the reader through the New Testament and Psalms every year,
and the Old Testament every two years.

See inside for the daily readings for January
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home mission
Stephen Richmond
Donegal Town

The last weekend in
September was a very
significant time for the
congregation in Donegal
Town as we were able to
celebrate the official
opening of a new hall

extension and development. One of the things we
want to do is make the rooms and facilities
accessible to people from outside the
congregation. During the opening weekend we
gave people the opportunity to come in for a look
around and cup of tea on Saturday afternoon, and
many took up that opportunity (some who had
never entered a Presbyterian church before). A
Sunday evening service was packed as David Bruce
officially dedicated the building. We already have
a number of community groups and organisations
using the rooms and our hope is to develop these
relationships and opportunities in the months and
years to come.

PRAYER POINTS:

• Give thanks for the new improved facilities.

• Give thanks for a very successful opening
weekend.

• Pray that the relationships with individuals and
community groups would be built and
strengthened.

• Pray that barriers would be broken down as more
people access the church building.

Keith Preston
Dungannon

Our English classes in
Dungannon continue to
grow. From just teaching
English when we started, we
now have weekly bible
stories or focuses on the
person of Jesus. This

continues to be a great way of sharing our faith
with migrant workers, who continue to come in
large numbers. We now have over sixty adults
every Thursday morning.

For me it’s going to be sad to leave it behind as the
BMI have asked us to move to Belfast.

• Please pray for the transition of the classes to the
local Baptist.

• Thank God for a new class in Magherafelt on a
Tuesday evening.

• Pray for my family as we prepare to move and all
it entails.

• Pray for me that God will guide me to fruitful
areas of work in Belfast.

irish mission Daily Bible Reading
with ReachOut
The M'Cheyne Bible Calendar (Carson version year 1)

JANUARY

1 Genesis 1; Matthew 1

2 Genesis 2; Matthew 2

3 Genesis 3; Matthew 3

4 Genesis 4; Matthew 4

5 Genesis 5; Matthew 5

6 Genesis 6; Matthew 6

7 Genesis 7; Matthew 7

8 Genesis 8; Matthew 8

9 Genesis 9-10; Matthew 9

10 Genesis 11; Matthew 10

11 Genesis 12; Matthew 11

12 Genesis 13; Matthew 12

13 Genesis 14; Matthew 13

14 Genesis 15; Matthew 14

15 Genesis 16; Matthew 15

16 Genesis 17; Matthew 16

17 Genesis 18; Matthew 17

18 Genesis 19; Matthew 18

19 Genesis 20; Matthew 19

20 Genesis 21; Matthew 20

21 Genesis 22; Matthew 21

22 Genesis 23; Matthew 22

23 Genesis 24; Matthew 23

24 Genesis 25; Matthew 24

25 Genesis 26; Matthew 25

26 Genesis 27; Matthew 26

27 Genesis 28; Matthew 27

28 Genesis 29; Matthew 28

29 Genesis 30; Mark 1

30 Genesis 31; Mark 2

31 Genesis 32; Mark 3

FEBRUARY

1 Genesis 33; Mark 4

2 Genesis 34; Mark 5

3 Genesis 35-36; Mark 6

4 Genesis 37; Mark 7

5 Genesis 38; Mark 8

6 Genesis 39; Mark 9

7 Genesis 40; Mark 10

© 2005 Ben Eddington - www.eddington.org

PrayerFocus: bi monthly emailed prayer bulletin containing information for prayer and praise about the work of BMI

To receive Prayer Focus register online at www.missionireland.org

deaconesses

Lynda McFaul
Probationary Deaconess
First Carrickfergus

The Psalmist says:“He heals
the broken hearted and
binds their wounds” Psalm
147:3. I am currently serving
as a probationary deaconess
in first Carrickfergus. It is a
privilege to be welcomed

into so many homes and share prayer with others
as we seek to show the love of God who brings
hope, rest, strength and comfort. So many in our
communities are brokenhearted and hurting and
need to hear the words “Come to me, all you who
are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest”
Matthew 11:28. Every Wednesday I have been
involved in setting up and leading a group called
Encounter which is a time of guided reflection and
prayers where people are welcomed to come and
receive prayer for themselves or for others. Please
pray that we as a congregation will continue to be
a channel of God’s love to all in the town of
Carrickfergus.

Liz Warnock – Abbey
Presbyterian Church,
Monkstown

Since arriving in September,
I have very much enjoyed
the warmth of the
friendship and fellowship
that is so freely offered; this
has helped me to settle in
quickly and has made me

feel very much at home in the community that
God has called me to.

Like so many other congregations, we are busy
working on our Mission Plan and looking at the
community at large to identify areas of need into
which we can engage with love and compassion,
whilst gently gossiping the gospel, as we serve
others.

• Thank God for his faithfulness to His people in
Abbey, Monkstown.

• Praise God for the work that is carried out in His
name and ask Him to bless it.

• Pray that the seeds of the gospel will be
scattered widely within this community,
influencing others to faith in Jesus Christ.

Phyllis Linton
West Church,
Ballymena

“In this sad world of ours, sorrow
comes to us all... it comes with bitter
agony... Perfect relief is not possible,
except with time.You cannot now
realise that you will ever feel better...
And yet this is a mistake.You are sure
to be happy again.”

These words were spoken by Abraham Lincoln, who was
also the father of Edward,William and Thomas who died
aged four, 11, and 18 years of age. Abraham Lincoln had
experienced terrible bereavement, but he also experienced
the promise,“Blessed are those who mourn for they will be
comforted.”This comfort is being experienced by those who
are currently attending a GriefShare support group in our
congregation, as each Monday night they listen to a DVD on
an aspect of grief and then share together in small groups.
Tears are shed, experiences recounted, fears revealed,
laughter shared and hope rekindled that life does go on
after bereavement, just in a different way. It is a journey
from mourning to joy, but it can be travelled with others
and with God in a safe way.

Please pray for those who attend, that they will find
understanding and healing.

Pray for the leaders who work with me as a team: Samina,
Anne and Muriel, that they will know God’s leading each
night.

Pray that each person will grow in their faith, and for those
who don’t know Jesus that they will grow to know him.

Rosemary Spiers
First Antrim

Bubbles, lights, trees
and cards - sure
signs that Christmas
is on its way!

As Mary made the
journey to a new
place – Bethlehem -

feelings of excitement and anticipation
must have mounted. Her life was going to
change forever, as she had an unique
privilege of being the mother of the Son
of God (Luke1:38).‘May it be...’ She only
knew that God was asking her to serve
Him and she was willing to obey.

For me, I have had the privilege to be the
Probationary Deaconess at 1st Saintfield
and now I have obeyed the call to the
Deaconess at 1st Antrim. God has taken
me on a journey to a new place,
community and Church, a new privilege in
serving Him.

Do pray that I would settle quickly over
the Christmas Season and God would use
me in Antrim, to reach out to others in His
Love.
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prayer diary - december 2009
Dec 7: Pray for Rosemary Spiers
who was installed as Deaconess in
1st Antrim Presbyterian Church last
night.

Dec 8: Pray for Rosemary as she
settles into a new church, new home
and new place of work.

Dec 9: Pray for Revd Bill Parker,
Minister of 1st Antrim, & Rosemary
Spiers Deaconess, as they seek to
work together as a team.

Dec 10: Give thanks for the
improved facilities at Donegal
Presbyterian Church.

Dec 11: Pray for opportunities to
use these new facilities to reach out
to the community.

Dec 12: Pray for the Donegal
congregation as they develop their
mission plan

Dec 13: Pray for Revd Stephen
Richmond, Minister of Donegal
Presbyterian Church.

Dec 14: Pray for Keith Preston
and his family as they move from
Dungannon to Belfast to work.

Dec 15: Pray for the English
classes in Magherafelt that meets this
evening.

Dec 16: Give thanks for the
English classes that are a vehicle to
share the good news of the Gospel.

Dec 17: Pray for the Community
Carol Service in Adelaide Road
Presbyterian Church this evening.

Dec 18: Pray for David Boyd, Irish
Mission Worker in Dublin.

Dec 19: Pray for the work of
Nightlight teams in the Odyssey and
the Golden Mile.

Dec 20: Pray for people who
don’t normally attend church but will
go to a Carol service today.

Dec 21: Give thanks for this
season as we remember God’s
‘Unspeakable Gift.’

Dec 22: Praise God so loved the
world that He gave his one and only
Son.

Dec 23: Pray for those who this
Christmas Season will be lonely and
empty.

Dec 24: Pray that at this
Christmas Season our desire would
be “Sir that we would see Jesus”John
12:21.

Dec 25: Give thanks that “He
who built the starry skies, lo within a
manger lies, He who built the starry
skies.”

Dec 26: Praise God that Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday, today
and forever.

Dec 27: Give thanks for good
attendance at Sunday worship and
Sunday school in Arklow Presbyterian
Church.

Dec 28: Pray for Revd Michael
Anderson, Minister of Arklow, and his
family.

Dec 29: Pray for Philip Whelton,
Irish Mission Worker in Arklow.

Dec 30: Give thanks for the good
attendance at the Wednesday Bible
Club in Arklow.

Dec 31: Praise God for his
faithfulness throughout another year.

prayer diary - january 2010
Jan 1: Give thanks to God for a
new year and the knowledge that ‘He
will never leave you nor forsake you.’

Jan 2:Pray for congregations as
they develop their Mission plans.

Jan 3:Pray for Gary Millar and the
congregations of Howth and
Malahide.

Jan 4: Praise God for the growth
in the congregations.

Jan 5: Pray for the establishment
of the new Church Plant in Donabate.

Jan 6: Pray for Eamon Doyle, Irish
Mission Worker working in North
County Dublin.

Jan 7: Pray for Lynda McFaul,who
is probationary Deaconess serving in
1st Carrickfergus.

Jan 8: Pray for Brian Simons and
the Nightlight volunteers working in
the Odyssey Arena Belfast.

Jan 9: Pray for Linzie Cobain and
the Nightlight volunteers working in
the Golden Mile area of Belfast.

Jan 10: Pray for the vacant Home
Mission congregations of Ballymote,
Killala and Ballina.

Jan 11: Pray for Revd Alan
Mitchell who is the convenor of this
vacancy.

Jan 12: Pray for Liz Warnock,
Deaconess in Abbey Presbyterian
Church Monkstown.

Jan 13: Pray for student
Deaconesses:Eileen Black and Hazel
Reid.

Jan 14: Pray for student
Deaconesses:Joanne McCourt,Amy
Johnston and Tracey Nicholl.

Jan 15: Pray for John Luke,
Director of Nightlight,as he explores

reaching into the Cathedral Quarter in
Belfast.

Jan 16: Pray for other Nightlight
teams working in their communities.

Jan 17: Pray for Dr Keith McCrory
and the growing congregation of
Maynooth Community Church.

Jan 18: Pray for Kevin Hargaden,
Irish Mission Worker in Maynooth.

Jan 19: Pray for the Irish Mission
Workers Retreat in Newcastle.

Jan 20: Pray that the Irish
Mission Workers Retreat will have
been a time of refreshment and
renewal.

Jan 21: Pray for Jenny Clegg,the
Deaconess in Ballycrochan
Presbyterian Church Bangor.

Jan 22: Pray for Amanda Cooper,
Deaconess in New Row Coleraine.

Jan 23:Pray for Dario Leal in his
work as Church Planter in North
Belfast.

Jan 24: Pray for Revd Sam
Anketell and the congregations of 1st
Bailieborough,Corraneary & Trinity,
Bailieborough.

Jan 25: Pray for the new
Presbytery of Monaghan which
stretches across Ireland from east to
west coast.

Jan 26: 603,000 people live in
the new Monaghan Presbytery,pray
for wisdom as a Church to reach the
lost in this area.

Jan 27: Pray for Sharon Heron,
Deaconess in Strand Presbyterian
Church in East Belfast

Jan 28: Pray for Revd Danny
Rankin,Minister of the Urban Mission
Congregation of Strand Presbyterian

Church.

Jan 29: Pray for the Strand
Congregation and their plans to build
a new ‘church’building this year.

Jan 30: Pray for Tom Dowling,
Irish Mission Worker in Kilkenny.

Jan 31: Pray for Revd David
Moore,Minister of Kilkenny
Presbyterian Church and this
congregation.

PRAYER DIARY – FEBRUARY 2010

Feb 1: Pray for Sally, Isobel,Anne
& Billy who will be packing the
February/March issue of ReachOut
this week.

Feb 2: Pray for Robin Fairbairn,
Editor of ReachOut,and Elaine
Huddleston who is the ReachOut
administrator.

Feb 3: Pray that ReachOut will
continue to bless,challenge and help
people and congregations.

Feb 4: Pray for Revd David Bruce,
Executive Secretary of BMI,as he leads
the work.

Feb 5: Pray for the BMI Executive
Staff:David Thompson,Nehru Dass,
Lorraine Beatty and Robin Fairbairn.

Feb 6: Pray for BMI Administrative
Staff:Mandy Higgins,Elaine
Huddleston,Marianne Trueman,
Evelyn Craig and Laura Whitcroft.




