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10 Acts 9:1-20 The gospel spreads - even to persecutors

I’ll never forget the day a Christian lad at College introduced
me to his atheist friend Ted. “He’ll never be converted,” I
secretly thought. Oddly enough, today’s passage often used
to illustrate instant conversion is all about a journey.

• It was a journey from Jerusalem to Damascus (v2).

• A journey from hatred of the Lord’s disciples (v1), to fellowship with the Lord’s
disciples (v19).

• A journey from blindness (v8), to sight (v18).

In the darkness of his spiritual blindness, a light from Heaven flashed around Saul and
he was struck physically blind.

Meanwhile Ananias had a vision (v11), to go to Saul and place hands on him to
restore his sight. Saul had a vision (v12) that Ananias was going to come and help
him see after three days.

Maybe there is someone you know, your parent, husband, grandchild or friend who
you fear will never be converted. They are so anti Jesus and God’s people. Take
courage. If Saul could be radically changed, so can anybody!

How?
By your friends encountering Jesus (v 5).

What can we do?
Like Ananias, be sensitive to the Lord’s leading
to speak to and show kindness to even the most
unlikely people at exactly the right moment.
(v 11-17).

Pray that God by His Holy Spirit might cause
blind eyes to see that Jesus is the Son of God
(v 17-20).

What will be the result?
Having met Jesus, they like Saul will want to be
with other Christians (v19), and feel compelled to
share the gospel with those who do not yet know
Him (v15).

So the journey continues.

Needless to say Ted was infact
wonderfully converted, and
immediately became a powerful
witness to the grace of God that
had enabled him see.
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12 Acts 12:1-19 Prison Break 

Do you ever face an impossible situation. The early church
certainly did.   Herod’s reign of terror and persecution
intensified.  Many were arrested, James was murdered and
Peter imprisoned.  This was a church under pressure.

Overwhelmed, helpless and with nothing else to do, the disciples turned to the Lord in
prayer. To those outside the church this would no doubt appear as a sign of weakness
or a waste of time. Why not organise an uprising or a rescue attempt instead?

But they prayed... earnestly, sincerely, intensely. The irony is that when God did
answer, and in miraculous fashion, most of the pray-ers failed to notice.

These events raise awkward questions. Why does God not intervene every time we
ask? (v2)  If He’s in control, why does He allow these things to happen in the first
place?  But these questions should not keep us from praying or make us sceptical to
the testimonies of others (v15). We must live with  these questions, but pray earnestly
anyway.

This story underlines the relationship between prayer and God’s action. When the
church prays miracles do happen and the cause of the Gospel will go forward and
spread (v24). Whilst these prayers are sincere, they do not always come from so-
called prayer “warriors”. Instead they are from ordinary people like you and me,
people who sometimes believe and sometimes doubt. People who pray even when
it seems like a hopeless case.

So what situations are you facing
today that seem impossible,
overwhelming or hopeless?
Let’s turn them over to the Lord
in prayer, then watch and wait for
His answer.
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