
SHOWING ‘THE WAY’ IN MISSION 

Lessons from the Church at Ephesus Acts 19 

 

The Church of the Book of Acts grew out of a mainly Jewish base. The intriguing term, ‘the Way’, is 

used at various points throughout the book, including here in chapter 19, to distinguish the new 

Jewish disciples of Jesus from mainstream Jews (9v.2, 19v.9&23, 22v.4, 24v.14&22). The reference to 

‘the Way’ is probably a short hand way of referring to other descriptions of Christianity in the Book of 

Acts such as ‘the way of the Lord’ and ‘the way of God’ (18v25&26).  

 

In reading the Book of Acts it would be a mistake to expect it to provide an exact blueprint for the 

work of mission today. Nevertheless, there are important principles from which we need to learn. So 

what do we learn from how ‘the Way’ approach mission in the burgeoning city of Ephesus in Acts 

chapter 19?  

 

START SMALL v.1-7 

 

We often imagine that mission has to involve a lot of people and be based around a big event. That idea 

owes more to a fixation with contemporary culture’s assertion that ‘big is beautiful’. In reality, mission in 

the bible often starts small.  

 

It is certainly true that Paul begins mission in the big city of Ephesus with a very small group of believers. 

Verse 1 tells us that arriving in the city Paul ‘found some disciples’. It doesn’t sound much like a 

megachurch. Indeed, it turns out to be ‘twelve men in all’ (v.7) who, prior to Paul’s arrival were only 

familiar with the teaching and baptism of John the Baptist, rather than the teaching of Jesus and the 

baptism of the Holy Spirit.  

 

In what ways might we be waiting to amass a large group of committed believers before embarking 

on mission? Are we willing to begin where we are with what we have?    

 

BE FLEXIBLE v.8-10 

 

We are also often unwilling to doing anything in mission until we are as sure as we can be that it is the 

right thing, that it will be safe and that we can be certain of the outcome. Equally, we are often reluctant 

to change what have become well-worn ways of doing things. Paul’s attitude is so different. He is nimble 

in approach and willing to risk disapproval.   

 

Having begun by seeking to preach the gospel in the synagogue, as was his usual practice, when he faces 

opposition and sees no progress, Paul takes the bold step of leaving and moving operations to the 

lecture hall of the Gentile Tyrannus. This change of tactics resulted in a season of extraordinary 

effectiveness in mission (v.10).      

 



In what ways do we need to be more flexible in how we approach mission in a changing world?  

 

THE ONLY CONSTANT – JESUS! v.11-22 

 

While Paul shows great flexibility in method, his message is constant – it is all about Jesus!  

 

Verses 11-22 contain many happenings that seem strange to the standard modern Presbyterian ear - 

extraordinary miracles, healing handkerchiefs, evil spirits both driven out and fighting back.  

 

Different views about the continuation of such happenings to the present day prevail in the church. 

Whatever our view, one thing in these verses is clear – the power of God is inextricably linked to 

exaltation of the Lord Jesus Christ in deed and word. He comes to be ‘held in high honour’ as His power 

is made manifest and a deep spiritual awareness falls upon the whole community (v.17). Many respond 

in repentance and faith (v.18&19) and the word about Jesus spreads and grows (v.20).      

 

In what ways can we make sure that all our activities in mission, both word and deed, focus attention 

upon the Lord Jesus Christ? 

 

MAINTAIN A BIG VISION v.23-41 

 

God’s mission in Ephesus may start small, but how it grows! By the end of the chapter the transforming 

power of the gospel is felt in the very structures of the life of the city. God’s truth comes to strike at the 

very heart of business practices based around promoting the local idol worship of the goddess Artemis. 

The result is a very public challenge to false belief and a very public triumph for ‘the Way’.  

 

These events remind us that the gospel is never less than personal but it is always more than personal. 

We need to maintain a big vision for how God is at work to change whole societies through the witness 

of His people. 

 

Do we need to enlarge our vision of how God wants to change our community life by the gospel of His 

power? What false gods do people in our community centre their lives upon? How might the gospel 

challenge such wrong beliefs?      

 


