
Trouble is brewing amongst believers as more and more
Gentiles come to faith in God without  being circumcised!
Something needs to be put straight before this goes any
further...

Some Jews coming down from Judea were questioning Paul’s convictions
regarding the new Gentile believers. They could not understand how Gentile
believers could be integrated as true members of the believing community if they
had not been circumcised. 

Circumcision was given to the Jews by God as an outward sign of God’s promise
of saving grace.  It appears that these Jews had misunderstood this as a sign
and made it into a condition of salvation (v1).  Paul and Barnabas, however, are
outraged!  The church sends them to Jerusalem (vs 2, 3) to sort out this
problem.  

Can you think of any practices in our church culture today that prevent us from
recognising the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives and in the lives of those around us?  

In Jerusalem there is a major hearing. After much debate, Peter stands up to
address the crowd and reminds them of God’s promise for the Gentiles too, and
of the gift of the Holy Spirit for all who turn to God in faith.  Paul and Barnabas
give witness to the evident presence of the Holy Spirit in the lives of the Gentile
believers.  

Finally, James sums up the debate. Recalling
some of Amos’ writings, James refers to God’s
promise to deliver Gentiles.  He urges both
sides to act with grace towards one another,
respecting their cultural differences and
embracing fellowship within the family of
believers.

Is God challenging you to change
your heart towards another believer
who is different from you?  Ask God
to help you see them through His
eyes and change your heart towards
them. He will, if you ask Him.
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