
awake
toJesus!

“...when they became
fully awake, they saw
His glory...” Luke 9v32

The shepherds and wise men looked up when He was
born (chapter 2). The people and His enemies looked
up when He was crucified (chapter 23). The disciples
looked up when He rose from the dead and ascended
into Heaven (chapter 24). And when He comes back,
we’ll all look up (Revelation chapter 1).

Awake to Jesus. This booklet contains:
• Gospel of Luke
• 6 weeks of daily readings
• 6 weeks of suggested prayer topics

New International Version
Printed by the Good Book Company

web: www.missionireland.org
blog: missionireland.typepad.com

The Gospel of Luke - with six weeks of daily readings
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weekone:
Jesus the
promised saviour

awake
toJesus!
The Gospel of Luke - with six weeks of daily readings

Prayer suggestions
for the week ahead:
SUNDAY: Give thanks that Jesus is God's long promised King, who has come to make
things right. Pray that we and our friends (name them to God) repent, and yield to
His rule in our lives each day.

MONDAY: Pray for those who have been given responsibility to teach in our
churches, that they preach the good news of the kingdom of Jesus Christ (4:43).

TUESDAY: Praise God for the gift of the Holy Spirit, living in those who truly follow
Him (1:15, 35, 41; 2:25-27; 3:16, 22; 4:1). Pray the Spirit of God would fill us and
guide us. 

WEDNESDAY: Pray for the spread of the good news of the Kingdom of God in our
homes, friendships and workplaces; that God would give us integrity, opportunities
and boldness to talk about Jesus.

THURSDAY: Give thanks for Jesus' dependence on Scripture when tempted (4:1-13).
Pray we would resist the devil's lies as we rest in Christ, trusting in the truth of God's
reliable word (1:1-4).

FRIDAY: Pray for those who govern our land; that they wouldn't deny the truth of
God's Word, like Herod, but would submit to Jesus in their lives, shaped by His rule in
their work.

SATURDAY: Give thanks that Jesus is on the side of the poor. Pray we would
remember the physically and spiritually poor; that we'd give our money and time to
help them know Jesus as we do.

Read: Luke1 - 4

Devotion:
In the first of Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings trilogy, we are introduced to an enigmatic
Ranger simply known as Strider. As the story unfolds, the identity of this mysterious
figure is revealed. He is Aragorn, the man who is the rightful king of Middle Earth,
destined to rule. Tolkien’s story is as much about Aragorn’s ascendency to his throne,
as it is the defeat of evil, encapsulated in the destruction of the ring of power. 

In chapters 1-4 of his gospel, Luke is at pains to show that Jesus is the long-awaited
Messiah, the Christ, God’s anointed, the promised King. And He’s come to make
things right. He’s come to establish His kingdom. He’s come to save people from their
sin and to defeat evil. The King is here. Yet His arrival typifies the nature of His
Kingdom: in humility, poverty, among ordinary people. 

Mary’s reaction to the news that she will give birth to the Messiah, typifies how we
should respond to God: as Saviour (1:47); the Mighty One (1:49); full of mercy (1:50);
promise keeper (1:54-55). Is this how we view God? Is this how we understand
Jesus? As we read Luke’s gospel over the next few weeks, pray that God would show
us how Jesus is to be King over our lives, and for grace to live in His service. May our
church and country submit to the reality of Jesus' rule and authority. 
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Jesus is Lord 
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Prayer suggestions
for the week ahead:
SUNDAY: Praise God that he is powerful over all things, visible or invisible, thrones,
dominions, rulers, authorities.

MONDAY: Thank God for those he has called to lead His church – pray for wisdom.

TUESDAY: Thank God for those who help us to understand and apply God’s truth in
our lives. 

WEDNESDAY: Pray for love and unity in the family of God that it may be a witness to
a watching world.

THURSDAY: Pray for the integrity and faithfulness of our Christ-centred lifestyles in
a rich, self-fulfilling, me-first world.

FRIDAY: Pray for our own building of loving and meaningful relationships, as
followers of Jesus, in which our lives and lips testify to the good news of his
kingdom.  

SATURDAY: Thank God that in a world that is stubborn, broken, fearful and dark, he
brings grace, forgiveness, light, hope and restoration in Christ.

Read: Luke 5 - 8

Devotion:
He is the one whose words of miraculous power go not only to astound and abound,
but to grip minds, hearts and lives; whose divine touch heals sickness, removes
shame, mends relationships, forgives sin. He befriends the outcast but challenges
the self-righteous. His very presence might be celebrated like a wedding day, but it
demands wholesale change. He is the author of God’s peace, the founder of God’s
people, the teacher of God’s truth. 

His ideas are revolutionary – blessing for the hope-filled have-nots; warning for the
self-satisfied haves; love for enemies; mercy for the undeserving; the turning upside-
down of a “me-first”world. He speaks with authority and wisdom, as though his
words are the very foundation of life.He has compassion on those who are (even
despite appearances) powerless in their need. He even overturns death and so “halts
the tragic procession to the grave”. And John asks: “Are you the one who is to come,
or shall we look for another?”

He declares in all he says and does the good news of God’s kingdom, confronting
stubborn wills and hard hearts, but welcoming faith, lifting the humble and
awakening devotion. His simple stories expose the darkness of denial but enlighten
the faithful who he brings together as the family of God. 

As Lord of Creation, all that might be feared is fearfully dispersed at his command.
He is the Son of the Most High God, the restorer of wholeness, the giver of new life.
He is the One who merits our wonder and praise, our faith and obedience. 
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Prayer suggestions
for the week ahead:
SUNDAY: Give thanks for Jesus’continuing intercession for us with the Father

MONDAY: Give thanks for God’s provision of food and ask him for some specific
personal need

TUESDAY: Ask for the glory of Jesus to be revealed in your life and throughout the
church

WEDNESDAY: Ask God for more staff for your local congregation

THURSDAY: Pray the Lord’s Prayer pausing to reflect on each petition

FRIDAY: Give thanks for movements like 24/7 Prayer, which are helping to motivate
Christians to pray  

SATURDAY: Ask God to give you the Holy Spirit

Read: Luke9-12

Devotion:
Some things in Jesus’life seem so effortless for Him and yet so much of a struggle for
us – His consciousness, for example, of the Father’s will for His life or His ability to
respond in power and love to the human need all around Him. It was the same with
His prayer life and, unsurprisingly, this is one of the themes of Luke’s Gospel.

In the narrative during this week we see Jesus and prayer from three angles. First of
all, there is Jesus at prayer. Before He feeds the tired and hungry crowd He “says
grace”, as we would put it. Notice His eyes turned upwards as He does so marking His
sense of total dependence upon the Father’s provision. He prays alone before Peter
confesses Him as Messiah and with two of his closest friends before He is gloriously
transfigured.

Secondly, we see Jesus teach prayer, leaving the church with the ultimate model
prayer. The disciples want to learn because John had taught his disciples, Luke tells
us, but we also suspect that it was because they had observed how significant prayer
was in Jesus’life.

Thirdly, we see Jesus call for prayer. It was not enough that He prayed, nor is it
enough that He still prays – “ever interceding for us”. We need to join Him! Church
growth stalls because we are not asking for workers, and Christian life falters in this
generation because we are not asking for the Holy Spirit.

Ask, Jesus says, and it will be given you.

3
Awake to Jesus text pages  11/12/09  12:48  Page 8



weekfour:
Jesus the
story teller

website: www.missionireland.com
blog: http://missionireland.typepad.com

awake
toJesus!
The Gospel of Luke - with six weeks of daily readings

Lost and Found
The angst of having lost something and the joyful relief in finding it again is another
everyday experience we often relate as story. Chapter 15 has Jesus open up the
theme of lost and found through three stories of a sheep, a coin and a son. Notice
how Jesus’stories unveil God’s heart for us as shepherd, keeper and father.

Money, Sex and Power
Stories surrounding these three themes are never far from the headlines, so it is not
surprising that Jesus has something to say about them, and through them, in Luke
chapter 16.  Notice how in the two stories in this chapter, the lessons Jesus wants to
teach us are learned from the unlikeliest of people – a dishonest manager and a
beggar.

Prayer suggestions
for the week ahead:
As you read these stories:

• prayerfully reflect on what Jesus is saying to you through each one  

• ask God to make you more aware of his presence in the everyday and of how he is
revealing himself through the unfolding story of your life 

Read: Luke13 - 16

God revealed in everyday story
Stories; fact and fiction; in print, on screen; mine, yours. Jesus was a keen reader and
teller of stories. The next four chapters of Luke’s Gospel find him taking the everyday
stories he encountered in the people he met and the world around Him and using
them to point beyond the humdrum to the heart of life lived before God.    

Public to Personal 
Chapter 13 opens with Jesus taking a public news story (v.1-8) and one well-known
woman’s personal story (v.10-17), to relate God’s patience with us and desire to help
us in our lives. He follows this up with two stories of his own about how God’s
kingdom grows for all to see publically (v.18-21) and how we can enter it personally
(v.22-30). The chapter ends as Jesus opens his heart to show us how he feels
personally about Jerusalem’s very public rejection of him (v.31-35).   

Home from Home
Some of our most treasured stories arise from things that happened in the company
of others in the setting of home. Chapter 14 finds Jesus being entertained in the
home of a prominent Pharisee. He has gone there despite having every reason not
to. In doing so, he takes the opportunity to unfold a number of stories on the themes
of receiving and offering hospitality. Again, Jesus goes beneath the surface to reveal
what our attitude to being both host and guest says about us at a deeper level in our
lives in relation to God.
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Prayer suggestions
for the week ahead:
SUNDAY: Luke 17:11-19 | God, help me to become a generous person.  Help me
to see that when I am generous and thankful, this generates generosity in others.

MONDAY: Luke 18:1-8 | Merciful God whatever issues I feel wronged by today
help me to reflect on how great and good a judge You are.

TUESDAY: Luke 18:15-17 | Lord preserve in me a childlike graceful faith that is
attractive to others.

WEDNESDAY: Luke 18:35-43 | ‘What do you want me to do for you?’Reflect on
Jesus’question in your own life today.

THURSDAY: Luke 19:1-10 | Pray for those in authority over you who do not always
act justly.  Pray that God will break into their lives.

FRIDAY: Luke 19:11-27 | Generous God, show me how I can be faithful and fruitful
in all the resources I have.  

SATURDAY: Luke 19:28-44 | Majestic God, help me place you as King of my life:
forgive me for reducing You to what is convenient.

Read: Luke17-20

Devotion:
There are many times in the Christian life when you feel isolated and treading the
journey of faith more out of duty than delight.  Instead of accessing God’s limitless
power, we feel more like the persistent widow of Luke 18 who had no rights and no-
one to fight her cause.

It’s surely no mistake that nine lepers out of the ten did not return to say thank you:
because most of the time it feels like we live in a graceless world.  Perhaps we have
felt alone in our prayers and justice is beyond our grasp.  Before God was like the
good shepherd or the welcoming Father... Why does God compare his actions to an
unjust judge? Why do we have the worst in man being compared to the best in God?  

Surely it makes more sense to compare the best in man to the best in God.  Yet, if
an unjust judge can administer justice because it is convenient for him, how much
more can God do this work? He welcomes, those who are oppressed (18:1-8,18:15-
17, 18:35-42) and those who oppress (19:1-10).  He notices faithfulness in the small
(18:16, 19:17) and knows the right time to administer true justice.

Yet, ultimately he took injustice upon his own shoulders (20:9-19) so that every
injustice is accounted for.  Though judgment is at hand, God’s last word is always
mercy.  God’s delight is always to restore, to forgive and to pour out blessing.  Will
our lives this week reflect these characteristics?
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understanding dawns, with the opening of the Word (27) and the breaking of bread
(30) that Jesus is the Messiah, promised of God. 

It is important that the risen Jesus stood among them. (24:36). This was no
disembodied spirit – any more than the new heaven and the new earth he has gone
to prepare for us is ethereal and disconnected from the place where you are sitting
reading this now. Where you are sitting, and where Jesus has gone are both places
under Jesus’risen rule. If you believe, you too will rise, and the new heaven and new
earth will be yours. 

Prayer suggestions
for the week ahead:
• Ask God to help you in situations where you are tempted to deny knowing Jesus
• Give thanks that Jesus took your place and punishment on the cross
• Give thanks for the triumph of Jesus over death with the promise of eternal life for
those who believe
• Pray that you would be aware of the presence of the risen Christ each day

Read: Luke21-24

Devotion:
Jesus Christ was...  “conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; (Apostles’Creed)

Through the events described in these few words, the entire course of world history
was altered.  Luke’s telling of the story spares no detail; from betrayal for money by
his friend (22:1-6) to Jesus’anguished prayer on the slopes of the Mount of Olives,
knowing that his dreadful death was imminent. (22:39f) In 22:61, Luke alone
records the intensely personal moment of visual connection between Peter and
Jesus at the moment of Peter’s third denial. Can you imagine how this felt for both
men – and how it helps us better understand their intense conversation on the
beach over breakfast much later? 

The fascinating story of Simon from Cyrene is told – a Jewish pilgrim who came from
Libya to meet God at festival time in Jerusalem, only to find himself thrust centre
stage into the drama that would be enacted on the cross he helped Jesus carry.
Nothing is held back from the gruesome description of Jesus’tortured execution. It
was brutal, and awful. But in chapter 24, the story of the resurrection is told. It is told
in such a way that we are not permitted to think of it as anything other than
physical, historical, actual. Witnesses are named. Times and places are given.
Conversations are recounted. Seemingly trivial details are recorded. Even initial
scepticism at these events is admitted. And then the conversation on the Road to
Emmaus draws the threads of the entire story together. Recognition and
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