
 

GATHER TOGETHER (2 minutes): 
• You may want to introduce the lesson by reading the below paragraph to your group. 
 
Jesus loved stories, he told them all the time. He told them in the streets, around meal tables, 
with friends on the road, at synagogue and even on hillsides.  Jesus was indeed a storyteller. 
Forget J K Rowling because Jesus told stories that were real, living and relevant.  Banquets, 
lost sheep and coins, rebellious sons and mustard seeds. Jesus’ stories had it all, stories about 
the everyday stuff of life.  Stories connected to the towns and place where Jesus lived yet most 
importantly stories that connected these earthly places with heavenly realities.  
 

SHARE (5-10 minutes)  
Arrange your group in a circle.  Invite everyone to think about their favourite stories and to share 
with them with the group.  Encourage the young people to think about stories from their 
childhood that their parents told them, books they read at school or films they have seen 
recently.   
 
Ask the young people... 
 

• What exactly is it about their stories that makes them so memorable? 

• What makes a great story great? 
 

GET INSIDE THE STORIES (15-20 minutes) 
The passage for todays lesson is Luke 13-16 so you probably won’t have time read everything! 
 
Split your young people into 2 or 3 groups and give each group a story from the chapters above. 
You can choose specific ones you’d like to focus on or maybe use the one from the list below. 
 

• The Great Banquet - Luke 14 v 15-24 

• The Lost Son - Luke 15 v 11-32 

• The Shrewd Manager - Luke 16 v 1-15 
 
Encourage your young people to read through the stories together. 
It’s time for them to get creative!  Each group must then reenact the story in a modern context. 
 
To make it a little more challenging you can introduce some props.  Maybe give each 

group 2 objects that they have to include in their stories? 

 
 

4: Jesus the Story Teller Luke 13-16 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………..….……….....



 

 

CRACK OPEN THE STORY (10 minutes) 
Get your young people back into a circle like at the beginning.  
 
The stories that Jesus told went deeper, there was always more to the tales that Jesus told than 
meets the eye.  Jesus’ stories were earthly stories with heavenly meanings.  We want to crack 
open these stories and see what’s inside... 
 
Ask each group what they think they can learn from the story that their group reenacted. 
Help them to make the connection between the earthly reality of each story and the heavenly 
truths contained within. Answer the 2 questions below...  
 

• What was Jesus trying to teach the people that heard this story? 

• How does each story bring a heavenly meaning into... 
 

• Our own lives? 

• Our church? 

• Our country? 
 
Give your young people large sheets of paper to get their ideas down on.  Encourage 
them to draw or write whatever ideas they may have and then share with the group. 

 
THOUGHT (2 minutes) 
 

• You may want to write your own lesson for today or simply read the paragraph below to 
your group. 

 
Jesus loved stories.  His stories were all about the stuff that we all know about. If Jesus were 
here today he would be telling stories about cars, stars and chocolate bars!  Jesus told stories 
because people could understand and identify with them.  We’ll say it again, earthly stories with 
heavenly meanings!  Jesus was telling these people that the things of heaven were real and 
relevant on earth, that God was at work in their fields, families and friendships.  Jesus’ stories 
remind us that God’s Kingdom came to our dusty, dirty, everyday earth.  Just like Jesus were 
his stories - the things of heaven real, living and moving among us. 
 
 

PRAY  
  

• Use this prayer below to finish the session.  Get a few young people to read a sentence 
each. 

 
God, we thank you for your word.  We thank you that it’s living and real.  Thank you that it 
reaches deep into the reality of our lives and brings the things of heaven to earth.  May the 
stories we’ve pondered today challenge and energise us to live for you.  May these stories help 
us to realise that the things of heaven are all around us, open our eyes to see them. 
 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

        
 





 


