
 

 

 

WHO DOES WHAT IN MISSION? 

Acts 1v.1-11 

 

The Book of the Acts of the Apostles opens as the sequel to the Gospel of Luke. In many ways it is the 

extension of the record of the ministry and teaching of Jesus by his Spirit and through his church, and 

yet it would be a mistake to miss that an important handover takes place in these early verses. While 

the risen Jesus continues to show himself to be powerfully at work through his Spirit in the Book of 

Acts, chapter 1, verse 8 marks something of a handover of responsibility for mission from Jesus to the 

Church. 

 

Living in between 

 

In verses 1-5 the risen Jesus shows himself to his disciples - now designated apostles. He gives 

convincing proof that he really is alive. He gives them instructions. He promises the Spirit to them. 

 

In verses 9-11 we have the account of Jesus ascension. Accompanied by two men in shining white, he is 

taken up into heaven to the wide eyed wonder of the apostles. They are assured that, far from being the 

end, this is only the beginning. Jesus will return again, as they have watched him go, to restore all things. 

 

It is the verses in between, verse 6-8, in this opening section to which we want to turn our attention. 

They mark something of a summary of where we find ourselves in mission as the Church today, because 

we too live between the times – the times of Jesus’ resurrection and his return in glory. In many ways, 

these verses help define the task of mission for us today and our part in it.  

 

Empowerment for mission and engagement in mission are born at the same 

moment 

 

Perhaps the first thing to notice is that empowerment for mission and engagement in mission are born 

at one and the same moment.  

 



In the first part of verse 8 the apostles, and the Church in successive generations, are assured of the 

empowerment of the Spirit, ‘But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you...’ 

 Hot on the heels of that promise of empowerment comes the second part of the verse, ‘and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ This is the 

commissioning of the Church for engagement in the task of mission.  

 

Both empowerment and engagement are represented together in one verse. Similarly, they belong 

together in the Church’s life and practice of mission.  

 

Sometimes we are so sure that we are not ready to do mission that we fail to just get on with engaging 

in it. We are intent on seeking further empowerment before beginning the task. At other times we are 

so focused on getting on and engaging in the task at hand that we begin to imagine that we can do it all 

by ourselves. We are so fixed upon the task that we try to accomplish mission in our own strength. In 

either case mission will stall. 

 

How might we better hold together the reality of empowerment and engagement in mission? Where 

might we be lagging behind what the Spirit has empowered us to do? Where are we rushing ahead in 

our own strength? 

  

Who does what in mission? 

 

In conversation with the risen Jesus in these verses, it is interesting to note the apostles’ expectation of 

what lies ahead in mission – more specifically, who will do what.  

 

The apostles’ expectation seems to be that Jesus will do the work and they will bask in the glory of it. 

Their question shows that they think that the Kingdom will be restored to them, as the numerical 

representation of the 12 tribes of Israel, by the future actions of Jesus. Verse 6, ‘So when they met 

together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” Jesus’ 

response rather turns their thinking on its head. They are about to see him glorified in his ascension, 

while their work to bring in the Kingdom is just beginning - verse 8b, ‘and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’    

 

Sometimes we too sit back and expect the Lord to work while we do nothing. The reality is somewhat 

different. The risen and ascended Jesus has done everything necessary for the redemption of the 

cosmos. Commissioned to be his witnesses, we however still have work to play our part in bringing in his 

kingdom in all its fullness. 

 

In what ways might we be sitting back waiting for God to act in power while he is waiting for us to be 

his witnesses? 

 

Holding it all together – trust, rely, tell 



 

How then can we hold all this together – the empowerment of the Spirit and engagement in the task of 

mission? Essentially it is about three things, trusting the Father, relying upon the Spirit, telling of Jesus. 

This is what we find in verses 7 and 8. 

 

We need to trust the Father, verse 7. ‘He said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or dates the 

Father has set by his own authority.” As we engage in mission there are many things that we just don’t 

know and can’t fully understand. They are hidden from us in the purposes of God as was the time at 

which the Kingdom would fully come was concealed from these first apostles. At those times we too 

need to trust our heavenly Father and keep on doing the work he has given us to do. 

 

We need to rely upon the Holy Spirit. We receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on us and works 

through us as he did through these first generation witnesses to the risen Christ. Engaging in mission 

without looking to and relying upon the empowerment of the Spirit will never be anything other than 

fruitless.  

 

We need to tell of Jesus. We are to be witnesses to him to the very ends of the earth by how we live, but 

also by bearing witness to the reality of his Kingdom and his Lordship over all of life. 

 

One day the Kingdom will finally and fully come. For now we need to engage in the mission given to 

us, trusting the Father, relying upon the Spirit, telling of Jesus.      

 

 

 

  

 

 


