
Have you ever felt the day spinning out of control?
One of those days that throws up seemingly impossible
circumstances? Paul was having just such a day.

The Apostle had been speaking of his conversion and things were going well.
Then it all started to go horribly wrong. Paul had gone on to declare that God
had called him to bring His Word to non-Jews, and it went down like a lead
balloon! This was heresy for the listening Jews – the message of salvation was
for them alone and not for sharing with ‘gentile dogs’. In an instant, the
attentive crowd became an angry mob. Paul’s very life was at risk. But just in
the nick of time he was rescued and taken into protective custody by Roman
soldiers. However, it was out of the frying pan into the fire. Paul was being
blamed for the uproar and the commander of the soldiers ordered him flogged
and interrogated. It was only when Paul pointed out that he was a Roman
citizen, he got a last-minute reprieve. Roman soldiers didn’t flog Roman citizens,
at least not until they had their day in court. Paul’s quick-witted intervention had
saved him from a terrible fate.

What can we learn from Paul’s horrendous day?

There’s a warning - to seek to faithfully follow Christ and make Him known will
mean opposition, often from the most unexpected of sources. The Gospel is Good
News for all people, but its declaration will produce opposition. 

There’s also an encouraging truth –
God provides us with just the help we need
in the face of opposition, often through the
most unexpected of ways. Rescued by
Roman soldiers and spared through ‘an
accident of birth’.

God does work all things
together for good for those who
love Him – sometimes through
the most surprising way.
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24 Acts 22:22-29 Difficult times, but help’s at hand!


