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“Ladies and gentlemen…Elvis has left the building.”
This famous announcement was first made in 1956 at the
Louisiana Hayride show and was subsequently used at
many of Elvis Presley’s appearances in the 1970s.  

Acts 18 tells of a moment when Paul and the fledgling church in Corinth “left
the building.” Luke tells us that Paul left the synagogue and went next
door…(v.7). This step heralded a new approach to gospel ministry at the time. 

Until that moment Paul’s ministry in Corinth had followed the pattern he’d
rehearsed in other cities and towns throughout the Roman Empire. He sought out
Jews in the city and used the synagogue as a base for his preaching ministry. It
was only when the Jews opposed him and became abusive that he took the
necessary step of taking his gospel ministry “next door.”

Notice what happened when Paul was willing to take the gospel into a new
environment. First, Paul found Titius Justus, a worshipper of God (v.7). Then he
discovered that Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household believed
in the Lord (v.8). Finally, and wonderfully, Luke tells us that many of the
Corinthians who heard [Paul] believed and were baptised (v.8). God used Paul’s
willingness to leave the building and go next door to bring many people, from
inside and outside the established church, into a new relationship with Jesus
Christ.

God not only prompted Paul to a new approach
in gospel ministry; He called him on a journey
of the heart towards people outside of “the
church.”

Pray asking God whether he is
calling you, or your church family,
to adopt some new approach in
order to reach people with the
good news of Jesus. Ask God to
bring you on a journey of the heart
towards people outside of your
church community. 
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